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24 December 1987 INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 1 


West African Monetary Union Ministers Meet 
AB212009 Dakar PANA in English 1440 GMT 
21 Dec 87 


[Text] Cotonou, 2! Dec (ABP-BEN/PANA)—Finance 
ministers of the West African Monetary Union (UMOA) 
on Monday [21 December] in Cotonou began the annual 
meeting to examine the situation of the union until 
September 1987. The two-day meeting will also discuss 
the report of the extraordinary meeting of the organisa- 
tion, which took place in October as well as other 
relevant issues. 


Togolese Finance Minister Komlan Alipui, who is cur- 
rent chairman of the union, is presiding at the meeting. 
Other member states are Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote 
d'Ivoire [Ivory Coast], Mali, Niger and Senegal. 


The UMOA was established in 1962 to enforce rules on 
the common currency used in the zone. All member 
states use the CFA franc currency as their legal tender. 


Meeting Ends 22 Dec 
AB221812 Dakar PANA in English 1736 GMT 
22 Dec 87 


[Text] Cotonou, 22 Dec (ABP-BEN/PANA)—The Coun- 
cil of Ministers of the West African Monetary Union 
(UMOA) ended a two-day meeting in Cotonou, Benin, 
on I uesday [22 December]. After observing the deterio- 
ration of the external monetary situation of financial 
institutions because of the fall in the price of raw 
materials, the ministers recommended the strengthening 
of adjustment measures to bring about financial and 
economic equilibrium in the member states. Following 


the approval of the 1986-87 accounts of the Central Bank 
of West African States, the Council of Ministers went on 
to allocate profits. The ministers also received a report of 
the Central Bank’s Administrative Council, which met 
on 18 December 1987 to set the amount of credits each 
member state is to receive from the financial institution 
in 1988. The Council of Ministers admitted the African 
Development Bank (ADB) as a category “B” shareholder 
with a deposit of 2 billion FCFA (more than 6 million 
U.S. dollars). The ministers then ratified the decision to 
modify the status of the West African Development 
Bank (BOAD) as had been decided during the council's 
meeting of 19 September 1987. 


Meanwhile the union's Council of Ministers elected Mr 
Abdoulaye Kone, the Cote D’ivoire [Ivory Coast] min- 
ister of finance and economy, as its chairman for the 
next two years. He replaces Mr Komla Alipui of Togo, 
who chaired the Cotonou meeting. The council also 
decided to prolong the mandate of the BOAD president 
until a new decision is taken. 


Central African Bank Limits Foreign Loans 
AB212101 Dakar PANA in French 1825 GMT 
21 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] Dakar, 21 Dec (PANA)—The Development 
Bank of the Central African States (BDEAC), which is 
headquartered in Brazzaville, has decided to raise the 
ceiling of all its foreign loans for 1989-89 [date as 
received] to 13 million CFA francs. Some observers note 
that the decision made by the BDEAC to limit its loans 
comes at a time when African countries are suffering 
from a heavy foreign debt burden currently estimated at 
$228 million and $27 million in fees for the servicing of 
this debt. [passage omitted] 
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Cameroon 


France’s Aurillac Assures Support, Aid 
AB231396 Dakar PANA in English 1115 GMT 
23 Dec 87 


[Text] Yaounde, 23 Dec (CAMMNEWS/PANA)—French 
Minister for Cooperation Michel Aurillac has assured 
Cameroon of France’s support for its economic stmic- 
tural adjustment programme. After a mecting with 
Cameroonian President Paul Biya on Tuesday [22 
December] in Yaounde, Aurillac said France would in 
1988 give the West African country aid amounting to 80 
billion francs CFA (about 240 million U.S. dollars) and 
equal to that given to Cote D'ivoire [Ivory Coast]. 


Aurillac said he was asked by French Prime Minister 
Jacques Chirac to tell Biya that France would support 
the newly-embarked upon economic policies. Indeed, the 
programme should be supported by the internaiional 
community, he added. (“ameroon’s economic reforms, 
which began in December 1987, included the establish- 
ment of a Ministry of Stabilisation which is conferred 
with higher powers to reorganise and coordinate all 
government ministries and activities along the new ori- 
entation. 


Gabon 


President Bongo Returns From UDEAC Summit 
AB230940 Dakar PANA in French 1431 GMT 
22 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] Libreville, 22 Dec (AGP/GAB/PANA)— 
Gabonese President Omar Bongo returned to Libreville 
yesterday afternoon from Ndjamena (Chad) where he 
participated in the 23d summit of heads of state of the 
Customs and Economic Union of Central Africa 
(UDEAC) on 18 December. 


On the debt issue, the Gabonese head of state stated that 
during the Ndjamena meeting the heads of state “har- 
monized” their views on the resolutions taken at the last 
OAU extraordinary economic summit because, he 
stressed, the debt problem in the subregion is “serious.” 


[passage omitted] 
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November Issue of TAX] VILLE Magazine Banned 
AB231806 Paris AFP in French 1023 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Text] Paris, 23 Dec (AFP)}—The November issue of the 
magazine TAXI VILLE has been banned in Gabon, the 
magazine's editorial board has announced in a statement 
in Paris. It was banned because of an article titled 
“Gabon, Nothing Goes Well Any More” which was on 
economic difficulties of that country and the “frictions” 
in French- Gabonese relations. 


The editorial board of this monthly magazine, which is 
mainly devoted to Africa and the Carribean, “is aston- 
ished by this measure, because most of the issues dis- 
cussed in this article are the same as those President 
Bongo himself spoke about during the recent Franco- 
African summit in Antibes.” 


The board also noted that the magazine, managed by 
Beninese national Francis Laloupo and edited by a 
majority of Africans, “faces further bans in Africa while 
the large circulation French newspapers which openly 
wrote on Gabon’s current problems have not been 
banned.” 


Zaire 
French Ambassador Meets With Mobutu, Comments 


AB232124 Kinshasa Domestic Service in French 
1130 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] This morning was particularly full of diplo- 
matic activities for the Zairian presidential couple. In 
fact. Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko received the credentials 
of the new ambassadors of Algeria, the German Demo- 
cratic Republic, and Lebanon before receiving the 
French ambassador to Zaire. 


After the meeting, the French ambassador was asked 
whether there has been something new in bilateral rela- 
tions since Marshal Mobutu met with French Coopera- 
tion Minister Michel Aurillac in Antibes. Listen to the 
ambassador: 


{Begin recording] [French ambassador] No, there has 
been nothing new. My visit is simply a logical followup 
to the talks Marshal Mobutu held with Michel Aurillac in 
Antibes. I have come to deliver a message from the 
minister to President Mobutu, which is somewhat the 
materialization of their talks. 


[Reporter] You said materialization, but could you be 
more precise? 


{French ambassador] You know, I called on the head of 
State not only as president of the Republic but also as 
commander in chief of the armed forces. It is in fact a 
military issue and as you can guess I have to be discreet. 
{end recording] [passage omitted] 
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Djibouti 


Mitterrand Interviewed on Gulf War, Arms Control 
LD231755 Paris Television Service in French 
1200 GMT 23 Dec 87 


{Interview with French President Francois Mitterrand 
by Antenne-2 Director Elie Vanier and Antenne-2 Polit- 
ical Affairs Department head Paul Amar on board the 
“Clemenceau” anchored off Djibouti on 23 December, 
recorded with individual questioners unidentified] 


[Text] [Unidentified announcer] We are here on board 
the “Clemenceau.” I will tell you briefly how we divided 
up the work. On land, there is a team comprising Gilles 
Rabine and Dominique Laurie from Antenne-2, of 
course. I am in charge of making contact between the 
aircraft carrier and land, and this morning a third team 
comprising Elie Vanier, the editorial director, and Paul 
Amar, who is in charge of the Political Affairs Depart- 
ment, did the actual interview with the president. What 
did they talk about? Well, broadly speaking about war 
and peace, France’s role in what is old-fashionedly the 
entente of the nations, and the very special role played by 
France in this region, which, according to information I 
have, is admired by the Americans and the Soviets. 


The first question put to the president was therefore on 
the significance of his presence in this region. 


[Mitterrand] The reason is that this is an opportunity. I 
promised to pay this visit to the Republic of Djibouti 
and President Hassan Gouled a long time ago. In my 7 
years in office I have visited every French-speaking 
African territory except this one. This is the occasion 
prompting me to come. As it happened—and this was 
pure coincidence—a part of the air fleet detachment, 
particularly this aircraft carrier, was here off Djibouti. I 
thought it would be useful for me to meet the ship's 
command and crew. 


[Question] Mr President, you have just talked about this 
aircraft carrier and the air fleet detachment. Four ships 
are in this air fleet detachment. Their mission is not to 
escort, to accompany French ships entering the Gulf. 
[sentence as heard] I do not think that anybody could 
believe that these four ships are capable of ending the 
Iran-Iraq war which has been going on for 27 centuries 
and 7 years. [sentence as heard] 


[Mitterrand] That is not their objective. 


[Question] So, I will be more specific: What is the exact 
mission of the air fleet detachment, and particularly the 
aircraft carrier, in the region? 


[Mitterrand] You cannot separate the problem of the 
aircraft carrier and the air fleet detachment from the 
whole of France’s strategy in this part of the world. We 
are here, just at the entrance to the Gulf of Oman with, 
this air fleet detachment, just at the beginning of an 
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international route for oil trade and transport. You are 
aware of the importance of this. This is important for 
France, this is important for nearly all the world’s 
countries. Mines have been laid. So, we have minesweep- 
ers to iry to limit the risks incurred by the tankers sailing 
to the Arab-Persian gulf [as heard]. Our escort ships do 
not escort on a regular basis but only when it is deemed 
right, necessary, or useful. Finally, we have this force 
here to preserve our interests, should we need to protect 
or respond. In brief, to ensure a presence for ourselves 
and which corresponds to the most obvious interests not 
only of a big power, France, but also a country that needs 
to get oil supplies. This force is here as a standby. It 
makes itself respected. 


[Question] Mr President, the presence of this aircraft 
carrier is very impressive, but public opinion has noticed 
that four other tankers were attacked yesterday. They are 
not French, that is true, but do you have the impression 
that the objective that you set has been achieved? 


[Mitterrand] It has been achieved so far regarding 
French interests, and we have also provided help or 
rescue, under various circumstances, for ships or coun- 
tries other than France or not exclusively French ships. 
But, in fact, our fleet’s mission and our crews as a whole, 
regarding our country and our interests, this mission has 
been fulfilled adequately, under circumstances which 
were often difficult, but sufficiently for me to think that 
the mission has been fulfilled properly. 


[Question] If it has been fulfilled properly, Mr President, 
and we know that it costs nearly 100 million [monetary 
unit not speciified] per month, which is an important 
consideration, this mission having been fulfilled, can the 
air fleet detachment come back, since Toulon is roughly 
3 sailing days away? Anyhow [words indistinct] Medi- 
terranean, then 3 days from Toulon. 


[Mitterrand] The mission is not over. The Iran-Iraq war 
continues, unfortunately. We are making efforts in other 
forums, that is to say where diplomats meet, particularly 
at the UN Security Council. We are striving to contrib- 
ute to appeasing...[as heard] the end to the Iran-Iraq war, 
but, in the current circumstances, we cannot say that 
much progress has been made. Naturally, we hope that 
the UN resolutions will be implemented, and we are 
working toward this. 


[Question] On what basis and when will you decide on 
returning the air fleet detachment to France? 


[Mitterrand] I could not tell you this minute; even if I 
knew it I am not sure that I would tell you. However, 
what I can tell you is that the time has not come. 


[Question] Mr President, we were saying a moment ago 
that the Iran-Iraq war has been going on for nearly 7 
years, at least in its active phase. There is talk about 2 
million dead, considerable damage, talking about the 
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UN resolution, the UN Security Council recommenda- 
tion, do you think that France can and must play an 
active role as a mediator in the Iran-Iraq conflict? 


[Mitterrand] Yes, I do. France is not a be!ligerent coun- 
try, even when some wanted to challenge it. France 
regrets this conflict. It has its own opinions on its causes 
and it is alert to its consequences, but, as a permanent 
member of the UN Security Council, we have a duty to 
contribute, particularly, France, to what? To try to 
bridge the gap between the various opinions or at least 
end this awful war. This is what we are doing constantly. 


[Question] We are very close to the Near and Middle 
East, and you cannot help speaking about the hostages. 
In your opinion, will they be freed before the end of the 
year? 


[Mitterrand] I would not make any prediction of this 
kind. It is a constant process that has taken several years 
already. It continues because these hostages, three of 
them, four of them, | hope, have not been returned to 
their country, to their families, in contradictic: to 
morality, law, and respect for man. It matters little; the 
judgments that we make on these things are severe 
judgments, but our duty is to do all that is possible to 
secure their release. I cannot give you a deadline; | will 
not be able to explain France’s position on any particular 
condition; all the more since we cannot, even in order to 
secure this release, renounce certain fundamental inter- 
ests of the country. This shows how difficult the task is. 


[Question] Mr President, you have just used two expres- 
sions. You said: We must do everything possible in order 
to secure their release, and we will not be able to forego 
our fundamentai interests... 


[Mitterrand, interrupting] It is between these two expres- 
sions that lies the opportunity on which we must gamble 
so much. 


[Question] A controversy started when Vahid Gorgi was 
allowed to leave France, and when Iranian political 
refugees were expelled to Gabon. Where do you draw the 
line? Up to where can you, must you go in order to secure 
the release of the hostages? 


[Mitterrand] In the so-called Gorgi affair, 1 do not have 
to take a position. This has already been done. Judg- 
ments will be made later. Regarding ‘he expulsion of the 
Iranians, there is the law. This law is contained in our 
COnstitution. The Constitution of the French Republic 
recognizes the right to asylum. On the other hand, there 
is international law, the Geneva Convention, which 
defines the conditions in which this right to asylum is 
exercised, and in what circumstances it can be put in 
question. These are the two questions that you must ask, 
and on which yo": must absolutely...{[Mitterrand changes 
thought] I am of course in contact with the High Com- 
mission for Refugees. Approaches are being made to me 
a iittle from all sides. The judicial conditions which are 
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attached to the quality of a political refugee, a political 
refugee who has the right to benefit from political 
asylum, with regard to our own laws as well as the 
Geneva Convention, all these conditions must be 
observed. Have they been respected? If they have not 
been respected, then we should reopen discussion on the 
right of the refugees in question. 


{Question} French-Iranian relations are assuredly very 
complex. Yesterday’s LE MONDE and today’s LE 
MATIN report that arms sales to Iran continued after 
March 1986. Have you any information, Mr President? 


[Mitterrand] I do not have any information. No. | have 
heard the statements by the prime minister and the 
defense minister, and I trust these statements. 


[Question] Does the government denial end this affair, 
in your opinion? 


[Mitterrand] I read this this morning, hurriedly, before 
Starting a day which, as you see, is quite packed. But 
when the government expresses itself, my natural reac- 
tion is to think that it is telling the truth to the French. 
Tie role of the press is, admittedly, always to go further. 
It is its role, and this is what ensures the greatness of 
demucracies. 


[Question] Mr President, since we are talking about arms 
sales, it seems, according to certain informaiion, that 
Iraq has already used 650 French Exocet missiles which 
cost 3 million [monetary unit not speciified] each. This is 
then quite a considerable deal for a national en’erprise. 
Do we continue to sell, does France continue to sell arms 
to Iraq, and is it possible to have a balanced policy, 
notably a policy of mediation to which you have hinted, 
in this Iran-Iraq conflict, if we sell arms to one of the 
sides? 


[Mitterrand] The first military agreements between 
France and Iraq began in 1976. It was no doubt a 
military option, but even more a political choice in the 
context of French politics regarding the Arab world. At 
the time there was no Iran-Iraq war and at the time I was 
not yet the first official in charge. We have continued to 
fulfill contracts, that is to deliver arms to Iraq. [Word 
indistinct] to ask a question, [word indistinct] it was in 
danger, (?it was) the moment to abandon this. This ha: 
continued until today. Naturally, you modulate so as not 
to involve France excessively in a conflict in which, 
undoubtedly [words indistinct] solidarity with the Arab 
world. France does not want to behave as an opponent of 
Iran. 


[Question] We have spoken of war since the beginning of 
this talk; now we are going to talk about peace a little. 
Reagan and Gorbacehv have signed an agreement on 
nuclear disarmament. It was the first time this has been 
done since the nuclear age began. Briefly, what do you 
think of this agreement? 
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[Mitterrand] I have already said it, have I not? 
[Question] Yes, you said it in two different ways... 


{Mitterrand, interrupting] No, no, how? No, no. It is a 
very goud accord, and I am glad to have it. This is 
simple. 


[Question] First tune: It was in (?Angers); you are going 
to listen to it. You said that it was a very good agreement. 


[Mitterrand] Yes, I repeat. It is a very good agreement. I 
am glad about it, and I approved of it immediately. 


[Question] Second tune: In an interview with NOUVEL 
OBSERVATEUR your remarks reflected some nuanc- 
eS... 


[Mitterrand, interrupting] Not at all. The simple fact was 
that the journalist—it was Jean Daniel who was asking 
me questions—said: There is euphoria in the United 
States, must we be euphoric? I said that euphoria was too 
much; we must be glad but we must also think about 
what follows, in other words what other forms of disar- 
mament we can now launch in relations between the two 
biggest powers in the world. This is the question. I then 
began to indicate the few points on which France insists. 
Obviously, France will have the right to be euphoric if 
the disarmament agreement is expanded to preserve the 
necessary balances. Disarmament must mean more secu- 
rity, and not less. 


On the other hand, I said just one thing and I insist on it: 
They are good agreements; it is a good direction. Work is 
being done for peace, and France cannot but approve. 


[Question] Mr President, in the interview with Jean 
Daniel—and forgive me for reading it—I am going to 
quote you a [words indistinct]. 


[Indistinct Mitterrand interjection] 


[Question] You then said to Jean Daniel, and I quote: So 
long as a threat looms on the integrity and independence 
of our country, whatever the form of such a threat, 
France will preserve its own nuclear deterrent capability. 


[Mitterrand] But this goes without say‘ag. 


[Question] The feeling is that the threat is an eternal 
one... 


[Mitterrand, interrupting] Eternal, no. The moment a 
balance at the lowes: level as we can hope for is 
achieved—even if this is very difficult—between the 
Soviet Union and the United States, between the War- 
saw Pact, the East, and NATO, the West, France will do 
its part. 


{Question] What does lowest level mean? Does it mean 
at the sam? level as the French forces? 
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[Mitterrand] I did not say this. All these things are a 
matter for debate. Comparing some 13,000 nuclear 
charges on the U.S. side with a little more than 11,000 
nuclear charges on the Soviet side, and some 300 for 
France, you see that it would not be normal for France to 
be asked first to abandon its protection. Let the others 
make a very important effort before we include France in 
this disarmament. 


[Question] Following the logic of disarmament, is this 
risky for Europe? Could there be a day [word indistinct], 
if the two superpowers disarm, could Europe run the risk 
of finding itself naked, if I may say so, in the face of a 
Soviet Union which is much more superior in terms of 
conventional arms? 


[Mitterrand] We must [word indistinct] that disarma- 
ment [word indistinct] to this point. That one studies, 
discusses the balance of conventional arms. 


[Question] Mr President, when we speak of this Reagan- 
Gorbachev agreement, in France we also immediately 
speak of the FRG. Well, I am certain that the French 
themselves properly understand France's position: There 
has been talk of [word indistinct], security borders, 
borders of... 


[Mitterrand, interrupting] On the contrary, it is not up to 
you to explain it: Help me in this case. 


[Question] Well, for want of dying for Danzig, will 
French young people have to die for Hamburg if need be 
tomorrow? 


[Mitterrand] The question is posed in terms which you 
have a right to pose but which appear to me to go toward 
a historic comparison which a priori dooms any reply. So 
let us go on to the next stage. What I want to say to you 
is that Fiance and the FRG are allies. They are allies 
twice over: in the Atlantic Alliance, even if our statuses 
are different—we have nuclear weapons and the FRG 
does not and cannot have any. We do not belong to the 
integrated command of NATO; the FRG does belong to 
this integrated command. This means that we have an 
autonomous strategy of nuclear deterrence: It is depen- 
dent on our own decision and in practice on my own 
decision. We are thus in different positions but we are in 
the same alliance. We have also been allies since the 
treaty between General de Gaulle and Chancellor Ade- 
nauer in 1963, a package of provisions, there were 
military provisions, and 20 years afterward I have imple- 
mented them after an exchange of views with Chancellor 
Kohl in 1983. Well, from that it follows thai when you 
have allies you have mutual obi:gatiors. The area where 
reservation has to be well understood is that the nuclear 
weapon is of a specific, individual nature; it is a weapon 
of deterrence. It is there to see that there is no war, no 
war against France and in the Atlantic Alliance as a 
whole the U.S. British, and French forces-—which are the 
only three to have nuclear weapons at their disposal—-are 
there to deter any attack, to see to it that there is no war, 
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and not to enter into the reasoning of wanting to win it 
on the ground, to see to it that there is no war. It must be 
so fearsome that no one dares attack us. Well, France 
follows this reasoning itself with its own force and the 
command, the decision, the use of this weapon can only 
be dependent on a French decision. It cannot be shared 
with anyone and in particular not with the FRG. There 
is the difference. 


[Question] Well if there is a war, if Hamburg is attacked, 
do we react automatically? 


[Mitterrand] The cover for Germany, the nuclear cover 
for Germany, can only be ensured by the Atlantic forces, 
by the alliance. 


[Question] Can there thus be a battle of Germany and a 
battle of France? 


[Mitterrand] There cannot be a battle of Germany and of 
France because this forms part of the same strategic 
atmosphere, but the use of the nuclear weapon is depen- 
dent on the French decision and the nuclear cover for 
Germany has to be ensured by the alliance. One must put 
oneself at that level. You speak of Hamburg, you could 
speak of other towns, but what is true is that if the 
alliance were not to act in order to ensure the security of 
Germany it would truly be intolerable. When one com- 
mits oneself, one must stick to it, and one says constantly 
to the Americans, I say to them: Your assistance and 
your contribution must be immediate and not subject to 
variable conditions, what is called a flexible strategy. I 
hope I am being clear enough. 


The nuclear weapon and France's autonomous nuclear 
deterrent strategy apply to the defense of our own 
territory and to what has been called our vital interests 
since Gen de Gaulle’s time, and the assessment of those 
vital interests depends on the president. For example, 
the president may consider that there is a threat to our 
territory (?which I call) our sanctuary, beyond our bor- 
ders, of course, but that is an assessment which cannot be 
defined in advance. 


[Question] Mr President, you have just spoken about the 
relations between France and Germany. In a more 
general way it is a European problem, that of its security. 
Moreover, last March you said that Europe will fail if, 
using delays and postponements until the end of the 
century it juggles problems which have been waiting to 
be settled for 30 years. You added: Let us prepare for a 
time when Europe, endowed with a central! political 
power, will decide itself the means of its own security. 


[Mitterrand] That is what I am working on. 


[Question] Except that we have just emerged from a 
summit in Copenhagen that did not really give the 
French people the feeling that much progress had been 
made. 
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[Mitterrand] Absolutely. It is the decision, or rather it 1s 
the indecision of 12 countries which have difficulty in 
agreeing on a few delicate problems but which are out of 
proportion in comparison with the march of history and 
in comparison with the responsibility of these 12 coun- 
tries which one day or another must succeed in achieving 
a certain form of political unity while also achieving 
some form of unity over defense. But we are a long way 
from that, we are still in the sphere of influence of the 
agreements of the last world war. we are still under the 
influence of the decisions made in Tehran and in Yalta: 
Europe was divided into spheres of influence. The coun- 
tries of the alliance are in different positions; a country 
like—I am speaking of the alliance of the European 
community—a country like Ireland is neutral; a country 
such as all the other countries that are members of 
NATO are under the integrated command; France is 
separate; so is Spain. In short, so long as we have not 
settled this type of problem—and more time will be 
necessary for that, time will be needed also to create the 
essential political unity, it is true—it cannot be said that 
there is unity in defense. There has to be work on it. It ts 
a hope that has to be fixed, and a reality for the following 


generation. 


[Question] Europe, the United States, the Soviet Union 
[words indistinct] that the Western public is currently 
being seduced by the attitude and policies of Mr Gorba- 
chev. (Sang Shu), a Chinese strategist in the 6th century 
B.C., said: The supreme art of war is to make the enemy 
surrender without a fight. Don’t you feel that Mr Gor- 
bachev has become a master in this art? 


[Mitterrand] Well, I believe that all great politicians and 
great strategists have always applied this rule, and Mr 
Gorbachev is applying it with great wit and talent. True, 
it was not only your Chinese thinker, and today it 1s not 
just Mr Gorbachev. All those who have had to defend 
their interests, or who sometimes have had competing 
ideas, have not failed to observe this rule throughout the 
centuries. They have always thought about securing a 
good deal [words indistinct]. Rather than going to war 
the strategy of threat is used. 


However, one cannot accuse Mr Gorbachev of doing 
this, since he acts not by threat but by demand for 
disarmament, and disarmament is the opposite of threat. 
There could well be ulterior motives in the head of each 
of them, bit my role is not to penetrate the brain or to 
examine the subconscious of each political official. No, f 
judge according to the facts, and, in fact, I see that the 
Soviet Union has taken useful initiatives in disarma- 
ment, and I see that the United States has also taken 
initiatives, and that today there is 4 joint momentum. | 
tell them: Continue and pr: “= “ie balance, for [word 
indistinct] is balance. 


The balance is for the moment obviously without us, for 
reasons that I have already mentioned and that I am not 
going to repeat. In fact, there is such a difference in 
military capability that the superpowers which can 
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destrcy the earth several times over—let me tell you that 
once would be to) much—still have considerable scope 
for eliminating useless and thus dangerous weapons. 


[Question] One last word on European development. Do 
you not have the fecling that, at times, the European 
summit, at the level of heads of state and governments, 
are asked to deal with matters that should be settled if 
not by high officials, then at least by ministers” 


[Mitterrand] Certainly, and if I find in your words the 
echo of my own, I will not accuse you of repeating me. 
No, your statement as well as mine are dictated by 
common sense. It is obvious that the European Council 
has to settle matters in detail: details regarding certain 
agricultural products—much was said about rape cul- 
ture, vegetable tallow. All this is vevy important, but it is 
nevertheless for the respective ministers or even for the 
high officials you mentioned. There is at the moment a 
perverting of European institutions. The European 
Council must be there to discuss the major choices and 
not to become entangled in contradictions that, in fact, 
prevent it from having the necessary time to build 
Europe. However, we must not display exaggerated pes- 
simism. I have been attending these debates for 7 years 
and I have noticed that on three or four occasions the 
European Council marked time and only at the last 
minute did it gather momentum and succeed. I hope this 
will be the case now. 


[Question] Djibouti achieved its independence !0 years 
ago. France is present here. Can one describe this status 
as independent association? 


[Mitierrand] No, no, it 1s a case of full independence and 
sovereignty. France has no base in Djibouti. France has 
soldiers of the three armed forces in Djibouti through a 
free decision taken by the Djibouti Government. [pas- 
sage indistinct] 


[Question] Do you think of Djibouti when you speak of 
independent association in connection with New Cale- 
donia? 


[Mitterrand] No, this has no connection. New Caledonia 
pertains to the French Republic; Djibouti is an indepen- 
dent country. If you want to continue this discussion we 
could, in fact, speak of the future of New Caledonia. 


[Question] On this matter, Mr President, there are things 
in the news. Yeiwene Yeiwene has been put in prison for 
the moment; the government has asked that an appeal 
should be lodged on this decision, so the decision will be 
re-examined on 28 December, but it is not yet known in 
which direction it will he reviewed. You yourself recently 
received Mr Tjibaou.... 


[Mitterrand interrupts] The government's duty and mine 
is to seize or create all opportunities to speed up or 
obtain appeasement. This is our duty, not stirring up 
antagonism or worsening quarrels, which can end badly. 
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Our duty is to facilitate dialogue, 1 is obvious that 
decis'ons like that affecting Mr Yeiwene or, if the case, 
which would affect Mr Tjibaou do not go in this direc- 
tion. In a general way, we must think that any cross 
section of the population, any population that depends 
on our decision must be respected. The kanaks, with 
their culture, their cultural identity and history, their 
economic interests, must be respected. They must 
become aware of it. Indeed, we must bring new Caledo- 
nia out of the colonial period, at last. 


[Question] It is fully understood that things are at an 
impasse in New Caledonia and that the situation is 
emerging into another stage that may be a dangerous 
one. How can we come out of it, in concrete terms? 


[Mitterrand] Through justice. The laws must be applied 
equally for all those they have been writte.: for and who 
they must protect, through justice, through the feeling of 
equality and respect. If one were to bring about a 
crushing or disappearance of a history and culture rep- 
resented by a fraction of the population, an ethnic group 
or a group of ethnics, then France would have committed 
a serious mistake against itself. 


[Question] Mr President, we are on an aircraft carrier 
named “Georges Clemenceau”, after a French head of 
State to whom you paid tribute on 11 November. Rest 
assured, this will be the first or the only interview in 
which we are not going to ask you whether you will be a 
candidate in the presidential election. However. | will 
ask you a question as a journalist, as a citizen. On an 
aircraft carrier, there is such a thing as a point of no 
return. The aircraft takes off and it can no longer remain 
on the deck. What is the point of no return for you, the 
moment, when you should be announcing your decision? 


[Mitterrand] This is life and all the important decisioas 
regarding the important moments of personal life can be 
compared with this. It is so on a political, national plane. 
[Passage indistinct] life and his dedication to his coun- 
try. [Passage indistinct] I am president of the republic; I 
exercise my job. At present I do not think of other things. 
[Passage indistinct] | am president of the Republic. | 
have duties toward the country. It is a somewhat difficult 
period, that between January and May. I must take care, 
as much as I can, that things go well, in the best possible 
way. So do not get me involved in inopportune discus- 
sions. 


{Question} Do you still intend to st” id? 


[Mitterrand] Do not talk like that. ‘We will say goodby 
now.... 


{Announcer} We enjoyed meeting you in these circum- 
stances, Mr President, and we thank you for granting us 
this interview. 


Barre Briefs People’s Assembly on New Cabinet 
EA231730 Hargeisc Domestic Service in Somali 
1200 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Excerpts] President Challe Muhammad Siad Barre 
attended the closing of the second annual session of the 
People’s Assembly last night. The session was held in 
Mogadishu 15-22 December. [passage omitted] The 
president briefed the session on the formation of the new 
government and the need to strive for economic devel- 
opment and increased production and to consider the 
general interests of the community. 


Challe Siad said the government has given due attention 
to the realization of these aspirations. That is why the 
posts of vice premier in charge of, respectively, the 
economy, social and security affairs, and political insti- 
tutions, were created. He called on the nation’s officials 
and the Somali people as a whole to help the new 
government discharge its national auty. 


Commenting on the problem of tribalism, Challe Siad 
said that tribalism is known to be one of ihe backward 
traditions which retard development and the aspirations 
of the nation. For this reason, the nation’s officials 
should fight against it seriously. 


Radio Reports Cabinet Changes 
EA231850 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
2045 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] A report from the SDR Presidency last night 
after a meeting of the SRSP Central Committee Political 
Committee announced that a new government had been 
formed and that some of the ministries had been merged. 
The members of the new government and their mini:- 
tries are as follows: 


Challe Mohammed Ali Samantar is the prime minister. 


Challe Hussein Kulmie Afrah is deputy prime minister 
and inspector and chief of operations in the economic 
institutions of the country. 


Challe Ahmed Suleiman Abdulle is deputy prime minis- 
ter and inspector and chief of operations in the social 
and security ic.stitutions of the country. 


Challe Ahmad Mahmud Farrah is deputy prime minister 
and inspector and chief of operations in the politi al 
institutions of the country. [passage omitted] 
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Uganda 
Further Reportage on Border Tension With Kenya 


Government Supports Demonstration 
EA231812 Kampala Domestic Service in English 1400 
GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Text] Tens of thousands of Ugandans from all walks of life 
and all corners of the country today converged on the 
capital, Kampala, and demonstrated through the streets to 
show their solidarity and support to the government in its 
stand in the current conflict with the Kenya Government. 
The demonstration was organized by resistance councils 
[RC] and elders in the country. 


The demonstrators, who carried placards with slogans ask- 
ing for a peaceful solution to the problem, later converged 
on the city square where they were addressed by the vice 
chairman of the NRM, Haji Moses Kigongo, and the min- 
isters of foreign affairs, Mr Ibrahim Mukiibi, and of infor- 
mation and broadcasting, Mr Abubakar Mayanja. 


In his address Haji Kigongo called on all Ugandans to be 
prepared to defend the country’s sovereignty and international 
integrity if there is any threat to the freedom and peace which 
has been fought for over the decades. Haji Moses Kigongo, 
however, underscored the need ’9 exercise restraint in an effort 
to seek a peaceful solution to this African problem. He reaf- 
firmed the government's position that Uganda's revolution is 
not for export but urged all Ugandans to be prepared to defend 
it against any aggressor if called upon. 


followed by the NRM administration so as to resolve the 
tension in this East African region. He was pleased to note that 
during the past 24 hours Kenya has shown positive signs to a 
peaceful resolution of an African problem. He stressed that 
while we wish Kenyans peace, and indeed the African and the 
entire international community, Uganda will not foresake her 
own ambitions to develop a peaceful and developed na*ion that 
has a right to its sovereignty. 


The maister of information and broadcasting, Mr Mayanja, 
and that of foreign affairs, Mr Mukiibi, called on the interna- 
tional community to realize thet NRM policy of peaceful 
coexistence with all mankind caniot be compromised. 


Members of the Kampala resistance councils and elders from all 
over the country called on all Ugandans to take a peaceful 
stance in support of the Movement, the United 
Nations, and above all the VAU Charter which calls for such a 
position and peaceful resolutiors of any misunderstandings. RC 
‘eaders said nothiixg should deter the people from their long 
struggle against dictatorship and backwardness. 


FBIS-AFR-87-247 
24 December 1987 


Mozambique 


Zimbabwean Troops Kill 4 }ANR ‘Bandits’ in Sofala 
MB231816 Dakar PANA in English 1808 GMT 
23 Dec 87 


[Text] Lamego (Mozambique), 23 Dec (AIM/PANA}—A 
Zimbabwean patrol killed four of South African-spon- 
sored MNR bandits on Monday in Lamego, 74 kilome- 
tres west of the port city of Beira, in the central province 
of Sofala. A group of about 30 bandiis were trying to 
mount an attack against a livestock company when in the 
middle of the night they were surprised by the Zimba- 
bwean patrol. 


The previous day, a bandit group had attacked a village 
22 kilometres from Lamego, where they had murdered 
three civilians and burnt down peasant houses. 


Meanwhile, Beira city has been without electric power 
for «leven days due to a bandit sabotage act against the 
transmission }ines that carry power to the city from the 
Remue Dam, about 200 kilometres to the west. 


Military sources told AIM that in recent weeks the 
ban7its had tried to concentrate their attacks on power 
lines, as well as the roads railway and pipeline from Beira 
to Zimbabwe. However, MNR activities in the Beira 
Corridor have had little effect. 


Heavy fighting has also taken place in the 
Mountains northwest of Beira, where the bandits still 
maintain some important hideouts. 


Government Rc ports Food Aid Behind Scaedule 
MB231203 Johannesburg International Service 
in Fuglish 1100 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Txt] The Mozambican Government says detis cries of 
00d aid to war- and drought-stricken Mozambique nave 
fallen seriously behind schedule. A report from Mozam- 
bique’s National Fxecutive Emergency Commission says 
delays in bringing in maize, the country’s staple food, 
have led to a critical situation in Inhambane, one of 
Mozambique’s 10 provinces. The report was presented 
to foreign embassies and representatives of some 100 
international aid agencies in Maputo by the deputy 
minister of commerce, Mr Prakash Ratilal. The report 
Says that there had been big delays in shipping maize 
from neighboring Zimbabwe, the source of 65 percent of 
the maize due to reach Mozambique this year. 


Aid agencies and the government calculete Mozambique 
shouid receive about 500,000 tons of cereal in aid in the 
current year, but this will be 300,000 tons short 0; what 
is required. The repo: said the situation had been 
aggravated by the fact there were not enough vessels, 
trains, or trucks for bringing cereal into Mozambiq»-. 
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Republic of South Africa 
Reaction to U.S. Tax Legislation Continues 


Less of U.S. Capital Feared 
MB230919 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0848 GMT 
23 Dec 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 23 SAPA—Leading econo- 
mists have expressed concern that the controversial 
legislation approved by the American House of Repre- 
sentatives and Senate will lead to the withdrawal of 
American capital from South Africa. In terms of the 
legislation, American companies that continue to oper- 
ate in South Africa will forfeit their tax concessions in 
the United States. 


The American Chamber of Commerce in Johannesbuzg 
has strongly condemned the legislation. The president of 
the chamber, Mr Adrian Botha, says the latest restriction 
could force the 163 American comzanies still doing 
business in Scuth Africa to leave. 


The American computer company, Hewlet’ Packard, has 
rejected the legislation, but says it appears to be aimed 
mainly at oil companies. A spokesman said the company 
was more of a sales organisation in South Africa and 
would not be adversely affected by the legislation. 


A spokesman for Mobil Oil agreed that the new legisla- 
tion would cut the profitability of oil companies. But, he 
said, the compariy was waiting to study the wording of 
the bill, because there could be concessions or legal 
loopholes that cculd lessen the tax burden. Mobil is the 
largest American employer in South Africa, with a staff 
of about three thousand, most of whom are black. 


In terms of the legislation, American companies will in 
future not be entitled to tax rebates based on their taxes 
paid in South Africa. The controversial measure is 
contained in a bill aimed at cutting the American trade 
deficit by 150-billion rand within two years. 


ASSOCOM Predicts Job Losses 
MB230922 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0904 GMT 
23 Dec 87 


[Text] Durban Dec 23 SAPA—The South African “dou- 
ble taxation” move passed this week in the American 
Congress was motivated more by domestic politics in the 
U.S. than by the situation in South Africa, said Alec 
Rogoff, president of the Association of Chambers of 
Commerce (ASSOCOM) in Durban today. 


Corumentisig on the provision which forms part of the 
fiscal measures approved by Congress to cut the massive 
U.S. bucget deficit, Mr Rogoff said the racasure was part 
of the American political scene prior to next year’s 
presidential election. “It is movirated by politicians 
promoting their own political standpoints rather than for 
the good of South Africa,” he said. 
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The measure would not do anything to assist the reform 
process in South Africa. “It is counter-productive. It will 
not create jobs, it will destroy them.” It would increase 
the pressure on many of the American companies oper- 
ating in South Africa to disinvest. “Some companies will 
no doubt be forced by this measure to disinvest, but 
hopefully others will find ways to enable them to stay on 
in South Africa,” he said. 


The taxes which the U.S. fiscus would now obtain 
through the double-taxation measure would be lost in the 
case of companies which were forced to pull out of South 
Africa, he said. This highlighted the short-sightedness of 
the measure and the domestic political motivation 
behind it. “It is unfortunate and regrettable that a matter 
with such serious implications can find its way into such 
an omnibus measure as the U.S. budget bill,” he said. 


Pik Botha Criticizes Amendment 
MB231740 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1732 GMT 
23 Dec 87 


[Text] Pretoria, Dec 23, SAPA—The livelihood of thou- 
sands of black South Africans was being unscrupulously 
sacrificed because of United States domestic political 
considerations, the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik 
Botha, said tonight. This demonstrated once again that 
“economic advancement and peaceful reform are not 
among the objectives of the protagonists of sanctions.” 


He was reacting in Pretoria, on behalf of the South 
African Government, to the passing of the so-called 
““Rangle” Amendment which will force U.S. companies 
in South Africa to pay double taxation to the U.S. 
Treasury. 


Mr Botha said economic sanctions and disinvestment 
had been consistently opposed by his government since 
they constituted an ineffectual, immorcal and bankrupt 
policy which made no contribution to the solution of 
complex political problems. 


“The acceptance by the U.S. Congress of the Rangle 
Amendment over the objection of the U.S. Administra- 
tion amounts to a deliberate effort to destabilise SA 
economically. 


“The decision is a particularly gross form of hypocrisy. 
Under the pretence of contributing to peaceful change it 
in fact encourages polarisation and conflict.” 


Mr Botha said sanctions served nobody’s interests, “least 
of all the interests of the United States.” 


“This latest action by the advocates of sanctions will 
further reduce the dwindling influence of the U.S. in 
South and southern Africa, particularly if U.S. compa- 
nies are forced, as a result, to withdraw from South 
Africa. Evidently this is the objective of some elements 
in the U.S. Congress.” 
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Although the South African Government could not be 
held responsible for such a development it would regret 
it “because U.S. business presence has much to offer to 
the southern African region as a whole.” 


“Counter-productive and irresponsible as this legislation 
is, South African interests will doubtless seize every 
opportunity to benefit from it by acquiring valuable 
assets on advantageous terms,” Mr Boiha said. 


Non-U.S. Economic Ties Urged 
MB240524 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 24 Dec 87 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The legislation passed by the United States Con- 
gress last year imposing economic sanctions against 
South Africa was vetoed by President Reagan and only 
became law when the Congress overrode the presidential 
veto. This week, President Reagan signed legislation 
passed by the Congress that is designed to pressurize 
United States companies to leave South Africa by com- 
pelling them to pay taxes in both South Africa and the 
United States. 


This latest legislation was part of a comprehensive bill 
aimed at reducing the American budget deficit, and the 
bill also contained sections in which the Congress bowed 
to Mr Reagan’s wishes on Nicaragua and certain domes- 
tic issues on which he and the Democratic Party are in 
conflict. It was because of these concessions by Demo- 
cratic congressmen, rather than a change of policy by the 
Reagan administration on South Africa, that the Presi- 
dent signed the bill. 


This week’s congressional action is in direct contradic- 
tion of the evaluation by the American government and 
many others that last year’s sanctions measures against 
South Africa have failed. It is also in direct contradiction 
of much evidence that sanctions are not wanted by those 
on whose behalf congressmen say they are acting—the 
black people of South Africa. Amongst this evidence is 
that of the South Africa Institute of Race Relations, 
which points out that in 12 out of 14 recent opinion polls 
more blacks were opposed to sanctions and/or disinvest- 
ment than supported them. 


The only construction that can be placed on the action 
taken by the United States Congress this week is that it 
was based not on reality, but on emotion and vote- 
catching. Be that as it may, the assault by the United 
States Congress in investment, trade, and other eco- 
nomic relationships with South Africa is likely to have a 
profound impact on relations between the two countries, 
for economic and trading relationships are, apart from 
cultural ties, the major motivation for diplomatic rela- 
tions between countries. 
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South Africa needs more, not less, international interac- 
tion, including trade and investment. But, as South 
Africa faces the prospect of increasing estrangement 
from the United States, the need becomes all the more 
urgent for South Africans to consolidate and expand 
their ties with those with whom they have cultural 
affinity and long-standing economic links in Europe; 
with those with whom they have newer economic and 
trading bonds in Asia and elsewhere; and, in the final 
analysis, with those in Africa with whom they share a 
common destiny. 


Pik Botha Says UN Lacks Angola War Facts 
MB240842 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0839 GMT 
24 Dec 87 


[Text] Pretoria Dec 24 SAPA—The present conflict in 
Angola was the direct result of the violation of the Alvor 
Agreement by the MPLA government which was being 
kept in power by the Cubans, the minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr Pik Botha said today. 


Mr Botha was reacting to the United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 606 passed yesterday. 


He said the position of the South African Government 
had been clearly stated that all foreign troops ought to be 
withdrawn from Angola. This situation threatens the 
security of the whole of the southern African region. 


“South Africa has a direct interest in the security of the 
region. The South African Government has made it clear 
that it cannot allow an escalation of the conflict in the 
Angola/SWA/Namibia border area and took certain lim- 
ited action in order to ensure that the conflict does not 
take on broader proportions.” 


He said the chief of the SADF General Jannie Gelden- 
huys stated on 5 December this year that the process of 
withdrawing members of the SADF and the South-West 
Africa Territory Force from Angola had begun, following 
the successful completion of certain tasks in the interests 
of South Africa and SWA/Namibia. This process was 
continuing under operational conditions and it was not 
in the interest of the security of SADF to disclose any 
further details. 


“It should however be reiterated that it has become 
imperative that all foreign forces and military personnel 
be withdrawn from Angola and elsewhere in the region if 
stability and and peace is to be achieved. It is simply not 
in the interest of Angola or the region for this conflict to 
continue.” 


As regards the report of the secretary-general, Mr Botha 
said he noticed that the secretary-general’s mission to 
Angola merely reported on what had been conveyed to 
them by the MPLA authorities and commanders. “The 
South African Government rejects the version of the 
events as conveyed to the secretary-general’s representa- 
tives. It ought to be possible for the secretary-general to 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


determine the facts on the ground. For instance, ‘is he 
aware of the troop strengths of the various fighting 
forces? Does he know who is supplying what to whom? 
Or the nature of Soviet equipment supplied to the MPLA 
regime and which has been used and which is still being 
used? Surely all these facts can be determined and ought 
to be reflected in order to give the Security Council and 
the world a true and balanced picture of what is actually 
occurring in Angola at this time,” he said. 


‘Wide Network’ of Offices Monitor Media 
MB230958 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
23 Dec 87 pp | and 2 


[By Roger Smith] 


[Text] A “wide network” of government departments 
and officials were involved in the task of monitoring 
publications under the new media regulations, Media 
Relations Director Andries Engelbrecht said yesterday. 


His directorate, set up in terms of the regulations, was 
responsible for the gazetted notices of warning to four 
publications so far which threatened them with censor- 
ship or suspension if they did not change their editorial 
line. The four publications are NEW NATION, SOUTH, 
WORK IN PROGRESS and DIE STEM. 


Engelbrecht said his directorate was simply the final 
point in the sifting process, which covered the vast 
majority of serious publications in the country “in one 
way or another”’. 


He would not disclose how many officials were engaged 
in the task, saying the number changed from day-to-day 
and from week-to-week. 


Officials were pulled in from different departments 
depending on the amount of “‘subversive” literature to 
be dealt with. 


Engelbrecht replied to criticism of the justifications 
stated in letters of warning to certain publications by 
referring to the regulations. 


He did not reply directly to criticisms voiced by threat- 
ened publications such as NEW NATION and THE 
WEEKLY MAIL that material referred to in justification 
for the warnings had appeared elsewhere in the national 
press, had been authorised or highlighted by government 
itself, or that pro-government publications had carried 
reports on banned organisations such as the ANC with- 
out being warned. 


Englebrecht said: “If you read the regulations it will 
become clear to you—particularly if you read Section 
7a.” 


The regulations did not concern single items published— 
“a series must be considered.” 
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Section 7a of the regulations states the minister may 
issue a warning if he is of the opinion, “solely on 
examination of any series of issues of a periodical—{a) 
that there is in that periodical a systematic or repeated 
publishing of matter, or a systematic and repeated pub- 
lishing of matter in a way, which, in his opinion, has or 
is calculated to have (certain effects).” 


Government Removals Policy Draws Criticism 
MB231819 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1615 GMT 
23 Dec 87 


[Text] Cape Town, Dec 23, SAPA—It seemed that the 
South African Government had deliberately chosen the 
time of goodwill to take action against those threatened 
all year with forced removal, the National Committee 
Against Removals [NCAR] said in a statement today. 


It said threats of removal and incorporation into pover- 
ty-stricken bantustans faced over half a million South 
Africans while thousands of others took to the beaches, 
filled their glasses and plates, spoiled their children and 
generally indulged in the Christmas spirit. 


“In the closing weeks of 1987, international year of 
shelter, homelessness had been increased as a result of 
deliberate SA Government policy,” the NCAR said. 


Recently in Cape Town 15 families of the Disa River 
community at Hout Bay had been served with eviction 
notices for December 31. 


At another Cape Town seaside resort, Fish Hoek, beach 
constables told 35 families in the Dune area that they 
would have to move by January 1988. 


In the far northern Transvaal the remaining 47 families 
in the Louis Trichardt township of Tshikota who had 
resisted removal to Venda for years, had been given 
eviction notices for January 5 1988. 


The future of Kleinskool near Port Elizabeth was uncer- 
tain. Following a group areas board hearing this year, a 
decision was reported to have been made. Residents 
were worried the government would gazette the area for 
“coloureds” only over Christmas, a step which would 
mean more than 1,000 mixed and “African” families 
would have to move. 


Earlier this month there had been large scale removals or 
incorporations at Botshabelo in the free state, Noord- 
hoek in Cape Town, Ekangala east of Pretoria and in the 
Makatini Flats. 


The NCAR said the state president’s claims that forced 
removals were over were now being qualified. “It 
appears that the government sees no contradiction in 
pursuing apartheid and reform. To the majority of South 
Africans these are clearly compatible. As long as there 
are forced removals, apartheid is alive and kicking.” 
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Court Orders Release of 3 Emergency Detainees 
MB230806 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
23 Dec 87 p 1 


[Text] The Pretoria Supreme Court yesterday ordered 
the governments of South Africa and KwaNdebele to 
immediately release three political activists. The court 
ruled that the arrest and detention of the three was 
unlawful. 


Three national executive committee members of the 
South African Youth Congress—Mr Fawcett Mathebe, 
Mr Andy Sefotlego and Mr Harold Nkuna—brought an 
urgent application before Mr Justice Spoelstra arguing 
that their arrest and detention was unlawful. 


They cited the respondents as KwaNdebele’s minister of 
law and order and the commissioner of police and South 
Africa’s state president, Mr P.W. Botha and the minister 
of law and order, Mr Adriaan Vlok. 


The three men were arrested by four armed white men, 
who identified themselves as police from KwaNdebele, 
in their hotel rooms in Johannesburg about 1:40am on 
November 18. The four were arrested after the police 
had asked for the keys to their rooms from a security 
guard at the Dawson Hotel. 


Mr Jack Unterhalter, SC [senior counsel], assisted by Mr 
Gilbert Marcus, who appeared for the applications, 
argued in court before their successful application that 
the police in self-governing states had no powers to arrest 
and detain people under emergency regulations outside 
their areas of jurisdiction. Mr Unterhalter also submit- 
ted that the arrest was “startling” and that those who 
enforced the arrest and detention had no “extra-territo- 
rial powers.” 


Mr Justice Spoelstra yesterday rejected a submission by 
Mr Louis Visser, SC, for the respondents, that the 
KwaNdebele police force could arrest and detain people 
outside their area of jurisdiction in accordance with the 
proclamation of the state of emergency by the state 
president, Mr Botha. 


The judge ordered that the three be released immediate- 
ly. He ruled that their arrest and detention was unlawful. 
Mr Justice Spoelstra also added that KwaNdebele’s 
minister of law and order and the commissioner of 
police, pay the costs of the application. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 23 Dec 
MB240638 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0631 GMT 
24 Dec 87 


[Text] Pretoria Dec 24 SAPA—Following is the SA 
Police’s unrest report for the past 24 hours. 


At Taylor’s Halt (Pietermaritzburg) a group of blacks 
attacked a black man. During the struggle, one of the 
attackers dropped a pisto! ind it was picked up by the 
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victim. He fired a shot into the ground and ran away. A 
police vehicle arrived on the scene and he sought refuge 
there. However, he fired a second shot and fatally 
wounded one of the attackers, a 22-year-old black man. 
He was arrested by the police. 


At Sweetwaters (Pietermaritzburg) police found the body 
of a 19-year-old black man with several stab wounds. 


In Victoria Road, Pietermaritzburg, police arrested a 
black man who was trying to intimidate black workers 
into staying away from work. 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB241010 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Welcomes Police Patrols in Parks — “We are 
pleased that soldiers on horseback as well as police will 
be patrolling Johannesburg parks over the Christmas and 
New Year holidays,” remarks Johannesburg THE CITI- 
ZEN in English on 23 December in a page 6 editorial. 
But PFP newspapers “are using the presence of national 
servicemen in parks as an excuse for attacking the 
so-called ‘militarisation of South Africa.”” Until the city 
council’s “control measures are enforced, we welcome 
the presence of soldiers and police, and thank them for 
— on duty on holidays to protect all who visit the 
parks.” 


STAR: Greater SWAPO ‘Competence’ Level — “As far 
as the security situation in Namibia is concerned, 1987 
will go down as the year in which the bush war against 
the South-West Africa People’s Organisation (SWAPO) 
ended and the urban terror onslaught began,” says Jim 
Freeman on page 9 of Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 24 December. The South African force 
buildup in Angola “saw the return after a two-year 
absence of SWAPO’s special unit (known as Typhoon). It 
was rumoured in Windhoek intelligence circles that the 
unit was deploying the second generation of SWAPO 
insurgents—those born in bases in Angola and Zambia 
since the bush war began in 1986. While the infiltration 
contingent was wiped out almost to the man, soldiers 
deployed in the search-and-destroy operations reported a 
fanaticism and level of competence never before encoun- 
tered.” 


BUSINESS DAY Condemns Government Spending — A 
page 4 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 24 December defines South Africa’s eco- 
nomic approach as “‘a state bureaucracy committed to its 
Own perpetuation, to maintaining a tight grip on its 
centrist control of the economy and the society at large, 
and to the continued employment of the faithful who 
shelter behind its monolithic facade. At the core lies the 
unspoken and flawed philosophy espoused by the likes of 
Vice-Admiral M.A. Bekker, SADF Chief of Staff: its own 
whims, in the process absorbing a greater and greater 
share of the wealth created by the productive sector for 
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its own, non-productive ends.” “The nation stands help- 
less witness to a government bent on control—and yet 
out of control itself. Everything must be controlled by 
regulation, by permits, by tariffs, by statute—yet for 
decades Pretoria has failed to control its own spending 
and meet the budget it sets for itself.” 


SOWETAN Against Police Presence in Parks — ““We 
have been considering writing something stinging about 
the presence of mounted soldiers and policemen in the 
city’s parks over the festive season,” remarks the page 4 
editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 24 
December. But “township residents have sadly become 
used to seeing soldiers and other security officers in their 
streets. So they would not be too badly shocked to see 
soldiers on horseback in parks.” ““There may be some 
who feel comfortable to have South Africa look like some 
places in the Middle East. We do not think they can 
expect all of us to hold that view. Our tricky radical and 
political situation makes the presence of security forces 
in public places even more unhappy.” 


AZAPO Urges Pressure on Government — Sello Rabo- 
thata writes on page 5 that, according to AZAPO Presi- 
dent Nkosi Molala, AZAPO “believes that pressure must 
be mounted and brought to bear on the government by 
forces of opposition in a variety of ways. AZAPO also 
understands why other organisations have opted for the 
struggle and believes these were placed in this position 
by the regime.” Rabothata notes AZAPO “has succeeded 
in placing socialism on the agenda for national self- 
determination,” and the challenge for the future “re- 
mains in the consolidation of this achievement. The 
struggle will be long and arduous.” 


NEW NATION: Criticism of Deregulation — An 
unsigned commentary in “The New Worker” column on 
page 15 of Johannesburg NEW NATION in English for 
23-31 December says “deregulation and privatisation 
could become the focus of widespread industrial unrest 
and seriously undermine collective bargaining struc- 
tures, the Congress of SA Trade Unions (COSATU) and 
its metal affiliate, the National Union of Metalworkers 
of SA (NUMSA) warned.” COSATU views deregulation 
of the economy as a “direct attack on the gains made by 
the organised labour and is in fact a further attack on the 
living standards of workers.” Trade unions argue that 
privatization and deregulation “are not capable of 
resolving the economic problems confronting the SA 
economy.” The column laments that “no mention is 
made of the merits of attempting to persuade workers of 
the benefits of capitalism. This is not surprising, given 
the potential for deregulation to seriously undermine the 
position of the working people. The fruits of deregula- 
tion are best seen in the homelands where factories pay 
minimums of R7 a week and ban trade unions.” 
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Zambia 


Zimbabwe’s Mugabe Begins Talks With Kaunda 
MB231159 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1115 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Text] The prime minister, Comrade Robert Mugabe, 
has begun talks in Lusaka, Zambia, with President 
Kenneth Kaunda. The |-day meeting is aimed at review- 
ing the situation in southern Africa. President Kaunda is 
to brief Comrade Mugabe on his attempts at mediating 
the conflict between Uganda and Kenya. 


Kaunda Praises Unity Accord 
MB231748 Dakar PANA in English 1738 GMT 
23 Dec 87 


[Text] Lusaka, 23 Dec (ZIANA/PANA)—The unity 
accord signed between the two main political parties in 
Zimbabwe, ZANU (PF) and PF-ZAPU, was hailed as a 
“great” and “fantastic” achievement on which a united 
Zimbabwe could be built by Zambian President Kenneth 
Kaunda. 


In his remarks at the start of a one day summit between 
him and Zimbabwe Prime Minister Robert Mugabe, 
President Kaunda said the merger of these two political 
parties had brought great joy to all the people of Africa 
and all of progressive humanity. 


“On behalf of Zambia and other Frontline States, the 
OAU and indeed all of progressive mankind, I would like 
to say the decision you took is the pride of Africa,” 
President Kaunda said. 


In his reply to Kaunda, Mugabe said the people of 
Zimbabwe were delighted at the merger between the two 
parties, adding that the example set by Zambia, which 
had managed to merge the ruling United Independence 
Party and the ANC of Zambia had been a guiding light. 


The two leaders also said they would discuss issues of 
import in the southern African region as well as what 
Mugabe termed “‘outstanding issues”. 
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MNR Kills 1, Kidnaps 100 in Chadiza Raid 
MB231156 Dakar PANA in English 1128 GMT 
23 Dec 87 


[Text] Chadiza (Zambia), 232 Dec (ZANA/PANA)— 
The Mozambique National Resistance (MNR) bandits 
have raided Zambia’s remote eastern district of Chadiza, 
killing one person, kidnapping one hundred voters and 
stealing about six hundred herd of cattle and some maize 
meal. 


Zambian police in Chadiza said Lighton Ngoma, an 
office orderly, was shot and killed when he tried to rescue 
his wife who was among those kidnapped. 


The raid, which took place near the border with Mozam- 
bique on Sunday morning, also took the rebels to Cha- 
diza border post where they abducted eight people, 
including the Zambian immigration officer, and 
destroyed government offices and houses for staff at the 


post. 


Zambian Secretary of State for Defence and Security 
Alex Shapi on Tuesday confirmed the reports of the raid 
in which the bandits also set fire to one vehicle and some 
motor bikes. Shapi said details on the incident were still 
being gathered. 


The bandits are said to have left portraits of their leader 
Alfonso Dhlakama and a letter addressed to the Zam- 
bian Government in Chichewa and Portuguese languag- 
es. 


Chichewa is a local Zambian language also found in 
Malawi and areas of Mozambique bordering Zambia. 


The letter, which is in the hands of the police, reads: ““We 
have attacked Afelansoni and Chadiza border posts to 
show our annoyance with President Kenneth Kaunda 
over his continued support of the Frelimo government 
and shall not stop until this support is withdrawn.” 


However, latest reports from there say 23 of the 
abducted people have returned to their homes while 
others are believed to have been taken deep inside 
Mozambique carrying the property which the bandits 
stole. 


The reports say the situation in Chadiza has returned to 
normal after deployment of Zambian security forces in 
the area. 
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Burkina Faso 


Public Meetings 8-10 Jan To Review Past 4 Years 
AB231610 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Text] The Popular Front Coordinating Committee 
hereby announces to the Burkina Faso militant people 
that the popular sittings to critically review the People’s 
Democratic Revolution’s first 4 years will be held on 8, 
9, and 10 January 1988 in Ouagadougou. While satisfied 
with the swiftness with which all the popular bodies of all 
the country’s provinces responded to the call by the 
Popular Front and their actual participation in the 
debate on the review of these results, the Popular Front 
Coordinating Committtee invites our people as a whole 
to mobilize for the successful organization and progress 
of this major democratic debate. The participants in 
these popular sittings will be stipulated in the next few 
days by a communique from the Committees for the 
Defense of the Revolution national secretary general. 


During the 8, 9, and 10 January meeting, they will make 
their decisions on behalf of our people on the summary 
report of the critical reviews written by the popular 
bodies. This summary report, which has been written by 
the Popular Front coordinating Committee, includes 
Criticisms and suggestions from grass root organizations 
and stresses the need to maintain a just political orien- 
tation of the People’s Democratic Revolution. The con- 
clusions of these sittings will serve as a foundation for 
the rectification policy, a reinforcement of the People’s 
Democratic Revolution, and will be used in the design of 
the Popular Front program of action. 


The January sittings are thus very important for the 
future of our people and that is why the 8, 9, and 10 
January deliberations should abandon the semblance of 
democracy and be genuine and uncomplacent demo- 
cratic debates. 


Ghana 


Cuban Trade Arrives for Talks 
AB181304 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 18 Dec 87 


[Text] A six-member Cuban delegation led by the min- 
ister of foreign trade, Mr Ricardo Cabrisas, has arrived 
in Accra for a 4-day visit to the country. Mr Cabrisas told 
newsmsen on arrival that the visit is aimed at strength- 
ening the economic and trade links between Ghana and 
Cuba. He said during his stay in the country, the dele- 
gation will review with Ghanaian authorities the existing 
protocol on economic and trade cooperation with a view 
to expanding it. Mr Cabrisas said discussions will also 
cover cooperation among developing countries, the 
world economic order, prices of basic commodities from 
developing countries, and the external debt burden on 
the Third world countries. 
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The delegation was met by the secretary for trade, Mr 
Kofi Djin, and the Cuban ambassador to Ghana, Mr 
Nicolas Rodrigez. 


Cuban Minister Calls on Tsikata 
AB211946 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[Text] The visiting Cuban minister for foreign trade, Mr 
Ricardo Cabrisas, today paid a courtesy call on Captain 
Kojo Tsikata, PNDC member responsible for foreign 
affairs and national security, at his office in Accra. 
Speaking to newsmen later, Mr Cabrisas said his talks 
with Capt Tsikata centered on trade between the two 
countries. He said Cuba is determined to consolidate a 
barter trade agreement with Ghana next year by diver- 
sifying exports. He added that his country is ready to 
cooperate with Ghana in the manufacturing of drugs and 
in the rehabilitation of both the Asutsuare and Komenda 
sugar factories. Mr Cabrisas said as a sign of Cuba’s 
confidence in its trade with Ghana, his country would 
participate in next year’s industry and technology fair, 
INDUTECH 88. He said the growing political role of the 
governments of both countries to strengthen trade 
between them will serve as inspiration to other Third 
World countries to engage in South-South cooperation. 


Mr Cabrisas, who is leading a six-man trade delegation 
to the country, was accompanied by the Cuban ambas- 
sador to Ghana, Mr Nicolas Rodriguez. 


World Bank Approves Funds for Railway Project 
AB231407 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] The World Bank has approved $42 million for 
the second phase of the rehabilitation of the railway 
network in the country. In addition, the government has 
already imported 130 new passenger coaches for the 
Railway Corporation at the cost $36.5 million. This was 
disclosed by the secretary for transport and communica- 
tions, Mr E.O. Donkor, when he addressed the fourth 
quadrennial delegate conference of the Railway Workers 
Union at the University of Cape Coast. [passage omit- 
ted] 


Ivorian Agriculture Minister, Delegation Arrive 
AB171525 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 17 Dec 87 


[Text] A three-man delegation arrived in Accra today 
from Cote d’ivoire [Ivory Coast] on a brief official visit. 
The delegation, which is led by the minister of agricul- 
ture and rural development, Mr Denis Bra Kanon, will 
discuss agricultural issues affecting the two countries. 
The minister said the discussions will center on the 
possible exchange of farm produce. He praised the 
PNDC’S policy of encouraging Ghanaian farmers to 
produce more food. The delegation was met on arrival 
by the PNDC secretary on cocoa schedule, Dr Adjei 
Marfo. 
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Delivers Houphouet Message 
AB172318 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 17 Dec 87 


[Text] The Ivorian minister of agriculture and rural 
development, Mr Denis Bra Kanon, today delivered a 
special message from President Felix Houphouet-Boigny 
to the chairman of the PNDC, Flight Lieutenant J.J. 
Rawlings, at the Castle, Osu. The message is believed to 
have centered on the world price of cocoa, a major cash 
crop for both Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire [Ivory Coast]. Mr 
Kanon also held discussions with Chairman Rawlings; 
Mr P.V. Obeng, member of the PNDC and chairman of 
the Committee of Secretaries; Dr Mohammed ibn 
Chambas, undersecretary for foriegn affairs; Dr Adjei 
Marfo, secretary at the PNDC secretariat in charge of 
cocoa affairs; and officials of the Ghana Cocoa Board. 


Mr Kanon told newsmen in an interview that his country 
considers the present producer price of cocoa unfavor- 
able for the producing countries. He said this is one of 
the topics he discussed with Ghanaian government offi- 
cials. 


No Destruction of Cocoa Beans To Push Up Price 
AB201719 Dakar PANA in English 1605 GMT 
20 Dec 87 


[Text] Accra 20 Dec (GNA/PANA)}—Ghana said in 
Accra Sunday [20 December] that it will not destroy its 
cocoa beans in efforts to push up world prices of the 
commodity that have plunge to all-time lows. The 
managing director of the Ghana Cocoa Marketing Com- 
pany, a subsidiary of the Ghana Cocoa Board (COC- 
BOD) said however that the country was considering 
other alternatives. “As for destroying cocoa, that does 
not come into the picture,” the managing director, M.G. 
Mohammed said when asked whether the company will 
withhold cocoa beans from the market or even destroy 
stock. 


He said apart from holding its stock, Ghana, the third 
largest producer, can process more beans locally and 
hold stocks in processed form. Mohammed added that 
Ghana has other outlets for her cocoa apart from the 
Western commodity market. Ghana has bilateral agree- 
ments with a number of countries in the Eastern Bloc to 
supply cocoa. “We are working out the best combina- 
tions of these options,” he said adding that there are 
signs that consumption of cocoa products is beginning to 
increase after a period of low demand. 


Mohammed noted that the visit to Ghana last Thursday 
by an Ivorian delegation led by its minister of agriculture 
and rural development, Denis Bra Kanon, was an indi- 
cation that West Africa cocoa producers are looking for 
a joint strategy to deal with the situation. The minister 
delivered a special message from the Ivorian leader Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny to Ghana’s head of state, Jerry Raw- 
lings on the cocoa crisis. Cote d’Ivoire [Ivory Coast] is 
the world’s leading producer of cocoa. 
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Voter Registration Exercise To Resume in 1988 
AB171932 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 17 Dec 87 


[Text] The voters register for the district level elections is 
to be reopened next year to enable eligible voters who 
failed to register to do so. This was announced by a 
member of the PNDC and chairman of the National 
Commission for Democracy [NCD], Mr D. F. Annan, 
when the Cuban ambassador to Ghana, Nicolas Rodri- 
guez, paid 2 courtesy call on him at the State House 
today. Justice Annan did not give a firm date but 
explained that the decision to reopen the register is in 
line with the government’s policy to give all Ghanaians 
the opportunity to take part in the decision-making 
process. 


He said in spite of the obvious problems that face the 
exercise, figures coming out show as high as 80 percent 
turnout in some areas. The NCD, Mr Justice Annan said, 
expects to have an average of 70 percent of eligible voters 
in every district. 


The PNDC member commended Cuba for its continued 
assistance to Ghana. Mr Nicolas Rodriguez expressed 
appreciation at steps being taken to establish participa- 
tory democracy in Ghana. He announced that negotia- 
tions are going on between the two countries to have 
bilateral games some time next year. 


7 Die in Yellow Fever Outbreak at Afram Plains 
AB161250 Dakar PANA in English 1204 GMT 
16 Dec 87 


[Text] Accra, 16 Dec (GNA/PANA)—An outbreak of 
yellow fever in Ghana’s eastern region has claimed seven 
lives, but health authorities say there is no cause for 
alarm. Six children and a woman were reported to have 
died in the outbreak [in] three villages within the 
country’s reputedly fertile Afram Plains along the Volta 
Lake. The three villages are located about 220 kilometers 
north-west of Accra. 


Health authorities say a medical team dispatched to the 
area has immunised 4,120 people against the disease. 
They also add that eight children and a woman admitted 
to a local hospital had been discharged. To stop the 
spread of the disease, the medical team has been advising 
the people to keep their surroundings clean and sleep in 
mosquito nets. 


Guinea 
BBC Reports Rumers of ‘Piet’ in Army 


AB161841 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 16 Dec 87 


[Text] The absence of Guinean President Lansana Conte 
from two important engagements abroad last week has 
fueled speculation that his 3-year old regime is in trou- 
ble. Rumors have been circulating in neighboring coun- 
tries, particularly Sierra Leone and Senegal, of a plot in 
the Guinean Army, despite official denials. Khada Diop 
has been watching the latest developments in Guinea. He 
cabled this report: 
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[Begin studio announcer recording] President Lansana 
Conte’s visit to France, scheduled for the 7th and 8th of 
December, was suddenly postponed 48 hours before he 
was due to leave. Moreover, no explanation was given 
for the postponement, which was even more remarkable 
because everything was ready for his reception in Paris, 
and the president’s attendance of the Franco-african 
summit had been taken for granted. 


For observers, the postponement was just a confirmation 
of the unease in Guinea at the moment, particularly in 
the Army. The origin of this unease lies in drastic 
economic restructuring which the regime has undertak- 
en. Half of the estimated 80,900 civil servants are 
expected to lose their jobs in an effor: to streamline a 
service which is seen as overmanned and inefficient by 
the World Bank as well as by the government. And 
promotions in the Army are virtually blocked. Junior 
Officers in particular are bitter and unhappy about the 
life-styles of the leaders of the regime, who are also 
military men. Civilians are also becoming disillusioned, 
having thought that the change of regime would be 
enough to make foreign investors flock back to Guinea 
and boost living standards. 


It is true that many things have changed, particularly the 
human rights situation, and foreign investors have come 
to Guinea. But they have often been put off by the 
slowness of the administration, which remains corrupt. 
It seems that both civilians and the military underesti- 
mated the social and economic damage left behind by 
the regime of ex-president Sekou Toure. 


But the most difficult legacy to deal with is the ethnic 
tension in the country, which Sekou Toure actively 
encouraged and the current regime has failed to deal 
with. Since the abortive coup of July 1985 led by 
ex-prime Minister Diarra Traore, Malinkes have felt that 
they are being pushed aside in favor of President Conte’s 
ethnic group, the Soussou. The Peuhls are also unhappy, 
as they regard themselves as being in the majority. Faced 
with this range of discontent, President Conte has tried 
to lower the political temperature by delaying the 
streamlining of the civil service. But as a result he has 
been unable to raise the meagre salaries of the remaining 
civil servants and the Army. However, this delay cannot 
last as pressure from the young officers is growing. [end 
recording] 


Guinea-Bissau 


Agreement on Cooperatives With USSR Signed 
AB191333 Dakar PANA in English 1302 GMT 
19 Dec 87 


[Text] Bissau, 19 Dec (ANG/PANA)—The Guinea-Bis- 
sau Secretariat of State for War Veterans and the USSR 
Central Union of Consumer Cooperatives on Friday [18 
December] signed an agreement to strengthen the coop- 
eratives in the two countries. The two sides will exchange 
cooperative information and other information on 
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developmenis, posters, photographs, films for exhibi- 
tion, various other publications as well as working mate- 
rials in the consumer cooperatives sector. [sentence as 
received] 


Under the agreement, the two sides will also exchange 
various specialists and would participate in each others’ 
congresses and international seminars. 


President Interviewed by Portuguese Newspaper 
PM160941 Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 

28 Nov 87 

(A REVISTA section) pp 51-52 


[Interview with Guinea-Bissau President Nino Vieira by 
J. Henriques Coimbra in Bissau; date not given] 


[Excerpt] [introductory passage omitted] EXPRESSO: 
There are grave shortcomings at various levels in Guin- 
ea-Bissau today. Do you believe that these problems are 
still remnants of colonialism’s legacy? 


Nino Vieira: There are still consequences of colonialism. 
We could not have eliminated in 13 or 14 years every- 
thing that the colonial era left us in the course of 5 
centuries. But that is not the important ‘) ng for us: 
What we deem important is what we are Jorg now. You 
can see our achievements on the spo!. But we also 
acknowledge that we made mistakes in ihe past, which 
even caused the 14 November [1980] uprising, carried 
out in order to avoid certain mistakes, ceriain deviations 
from principles concerning our development process. 


EXPRESSO: It is said that socialism needs to “change 
clothes” as time passes, but do you not believe that «rat 
change occurred too quickly in Guinea-Bissau? 


Nino Vieira: For the present, I do not understand this 
point about socialism, because the people of Guinea- 
Bissau, the government, and the party have never pub- 
licly and officially declared that we have a socialist state. 
Although we have our options and aims, what we have 
always said is that we are defending our people’s inter- 
ests and welfare, preventing man’s exploitation by man. 
Well then, if that is deemed socialism, then we are 
socialists. But no: We are basically defending our peo- 
ple’s interests and we have never stated whether we will 
be capitalists or socialists, or this or that. We are 
Guineans defending the Guinean people’s interests. 


EXPRESSO: Do not the recent rules to encourage pro- 
duction through incentives for free competition violate 
certain essential aspects upheld by the party? 


Nino Vieira: On the contrary. The party has always 
encouraged competition and development, because 
without development the country cannot move forward. 
Therefore, one of the major concerns of our party and 
government is our country’s development. So there is 
nothing contradictory in the policy pursued. 
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EXPRESSO: Could this structural change in the econ- 
omy and society affect Bissau’s relations with traditional 
friends, especially in the Eastern bloc? 


Nino Vieira: We are a sovereign, independent state 
which must act in accordance with its aims and ideals, 
which have nothing to do with other states’ policies or 
options. We believe that our way of acting is valid for us, 
within the framework of our stance of nonalignment: 
Thinking for ourselves, determining our aims and wishes 
ourselves—and not being guided by other forces or other 
ideas. 


“Insignificant Foreign Debt” [subhead] 


EXPRESSO: Since so much sacrifice is being asked of 
the people in order to implement these reforms, do you 
believe that the process will proceed peacefully and that 
the peasants will respond? 


Nino Vieira: The peasants not only will respond; they are 
already responding. Moreover, it is the peasants them- 
selves who benefit from all this; the prices of their 
products have increased. So it is the people on fixed 
incomes in the city who are being hurt. The peasants, on 
the other hand, have benefited considerably from this. 


EXPRESSO: Do you believe that the current govern- 
ment team will be able to see the current proposals 
through to the end? Are there not those who have 
doubts? 


Nino Vieira: Everybody has his way of thinking, his way 
of seeing things. But our government was formed on the 
basis of confidence—the confidence I have in each of the 
members of the government team—and they are equal to 
the efforts which we are now making in order carry 
through our development process. This does not mean 
that some people may not have their opinions, but what 
we have already achieved in such a brief span of time 
could convert those who have other ideas. 


EXPRESSO: It is known that Bissau has not even 
succeeded in fulfilling its obligations as regards the 
foreign debt. If this is true, could this not cause difficul- 
ties in future approaches to financiers? 


Nino Vieira: There is no African or Third World state 
that does not have foreign debt problems. The OAU is 
even going to hold a special conference on foreign debt. 
All the African countries (or, moreover, Third World 
countries—even in Latin America) have debts. And, 
compared with others, Guinea-Bissau’s debt is insignif- 
icant—300 million dollars: What is that for a state? 
Partly because we are renegotiating our foreign debt and 
are quite satisfied with the results of the Paris Club 
conference, which gave us a 20-year repayment period. 


Good Relationship With Portugal [subhead] 
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EXPRESSO: Despite always being extolled in public 
statements, Portugal's relations with Guinea-Bissau have 
not always been the best in practice. Is there really 
sincerity between them, or are there just interests at 
stake? 


Nino Vieira: To begin with, I must say that I also used to 
be Portuguese. It was only quite recently—I4 years 
ago—that I ceased to be Portuguese. I believe that 
cooperation with Portugal has always been good: In our 
opinion, and indeed in practice, we have found this. 
There may be certain difficulties in some respects, such 
as, for instance, in erecting the building for volunteer 
workers: The foundation stone was laid 3 or 4 years ago, 
but the work has not yet been carried out. 


A.s for the rest, we can say that there is a good relation- 
ship with Portugal, partly because each of us benefits 
from that cooperation, both bilateral and multilateral, 
with our two countries’ participation. There are no 
reservations; there may be a minor handicap, but noth- 
ing more. 


EXPRESSO: The recent case of the fishing boats, for 
instance, was initially handled by both sides in a way 
which does not show friendship or good will. Can it be 
concluded that only President Nino Vieira knows how io 
play a role which should also extend to other levels? 


Nino Vieira: I do not believe so. I believe that perhaps 
the procedure was perhaps drawn out somewhat, but it is 
not because there is an unfriendly dispute or something 
of the kind. It is not just with Guinea-Bissau that there 
have been these problems with boats: For how long has a 
Portuguese boat been held in Mauritania with its skip- 
per?! We had no interest in doing that—on the contrary. 
The fact is that matters had to go through the normal 
legal procedure, but with some delay, and when the 
proceedings were completed and in view of the good 
relations with Portugal, which we wish to maintain, we 
purely and simply had the boats released. 


EXPRESSO: And what became of the proceedings? 
Nino Vieir2: Canceled. [passage omitted] 


Ivory Coast 


200 Liberian ‘Dissidents’ Returned Home 
AB181650 Paris AFP in English 1632 GMT 18 Dec 87 


{Text] Abidjan, Dec 18 (AFP)}—Two hundred of almost 
400 Liberian dissidents believed residing in neighboring 
Ivory Coast have returned home in response to an appeal 
from Liberian Preside: | Doe Liberian ambassa- 
dor Harold Tarr said day [18 December]. He 
said the exiles, who had been given an assurances of their 
safety, returned after peace talks held in Sanniquelle, 
northern Liberia. He said most of the dissidents, includ- 
ing former government officials, had lived in the Ivory 
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Coast for between two-to-four years and had been col- 
laborating with exiles in the United States to bring about 
the downfall! ot President Doe. 


Ambassador Tarr’s statement comes only ten days after 
a strong denial from his Ivorian counterpart in Monro- 
ta that Liberian exiles in the Ivory Coast were engaged 
in subversive activities to topple the Liberian Govern- 
ment. Relations between the two African neighbors had 
been severely strained since President Doe came to 
power in 2 coup on April 12, 1980. Ambassador Tarr 
said efforts were being made to revamp and revitalize 
Liberia’s economy with the assistance of “friendly neigh- 
bors and countries.”” He added that emphasis had been 
placed on national reconstruction and reconciliation, as 
well as human rights, which he said was evidenced by the 
“fact that today there are no political prisoners in the 
country.” 


International Coffee Commitments Honored 
AB192208 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 
17 Dec 87 p 32 


[Excerpts] As of today, Ivory Coast has exported its 
entire quota of coffee for the first quarter, that is about 
53,000 metric tons of coffee beans, in accordance with 
the provisions of the international agreement. If some 
people have noted a lack of activity over the past few 
months at our ports, this is because, on the one hand, the 
first load of cargo was not loaded until the end of 
October after the belated arrival of the export stamps. 
The second reason is that after being suspended in 
February 1986, market export quotas were not reintro- 
duced unti October, and it took 2 weeks to start the 
loading exercise. It is, therefore, wrong to assert that our 
country has refused to sell its coffee, waiting for an 
uncertain improvement in the prices. [passage omitted] 


However, it is worth noting that if we were in a free 
market, Ivory Coast, under the present market condi- 
tions, could have chosen not to sell its product. To sell a 
kg of coffee at 600 CFA francs makes our country—in 
which the production cost of the same quantity of coffee 
is estimated at 700 CFA francs—lose a considerable 
amount of money. But, Ivory Coast, which is respectful 
of the ICO [International Coffee Organization] princi- 
ples, can only honor its commitments, and any report 
contrary to this reality is nothing but fantasy. Ivory 
Coast, like all the ICO member countries, does, in fact, 
sell its coffee and this despite the very low prices offered. 


[passage omitted] 
Liberia 


Doe Receives Sierra Leonean Envoy, Momoh Message 
AB191811 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 19 Dec 87 


[Text] The minister of national plaaning and economic 
development of Sierra Leone, Mr Sheka Kanu, yesterday 
delivered a special message from President Joseph 
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Momoh of Sierra Leone to Dr Samuel Kanyon Doe at 
the Executive Mansion. According to Press Secretary 
Patrick E. Kugmeh, *\e contents of the message centered 
other matters of interest to the subregion. Mr Kanu was 
accompanied to the Executive Mansion yesterday by 
Foreign Minister Rudolph Johnson, Planning Minister 
Dr Elijah Taylor. Assistant Minister Thomas Bestman of 
Foreign Ministry, and the Sierra Leonean ambassador 
accredited near the capital. 


2 Stabbed, 2 Arrested in Election Violence 
AB211505 Paris AFP in English 1240 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[Text] Monrovia, Dec 21 (AFP)}--Two people were 
stabbed and two others arrested over alleged election 
irregularities at Saturday’s [19 December] legislative 
by-elections in Liberia to fill vacant seats in the national 
legislature, witnesses said here Monday. They said the 
violence erupted in suburban New Krutown between 
partisans of the ruling National Democratic Party of 
Liberia (NDPL) of President Samuel Doe and the 
oppostion United People’s Party of former Foreign Min- 
ister Gabriel Baccus Matthews over election fraud at 
voting polls. The witnesses said one meinber of the 
NDPL was also hurt while two members of the UPP 
were also hurt in the clashes. [Words indistinct] danger- 


The UPP and the NDPL were the only two parties which 
contested the by-elections. The opposition Liberia 
Action Party and the Unity Party boycotted the polls, 
saying “there has been no free and fair elections in 
Liberia.” Several voters were reported to have voted 
more than once at various polling centers, while others 
were caught with several voting cards. Witnesses also 
said complaints surfaced of intimidation of market trad- 
ers to vote for the NDPL or risk losing their stalls, but 
the head of the Liberia Marketing Association, Marie 
Harris, denied the allegations. 


In an interview on state television Sunday night, elec- 
tions Commission Chairman Issac Randolph said voting 
“went [word indistinct] well and turn out was satisfac- 
tory.” 


UPP Quits Ballot C 
AB211817 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[Text] The United People’s Party [UPP], and a represen- 
tative of the party, independent candidate Joseph Suehn, 
today walked out of where the ballots were being counted 
in protest of what they term as unfair the manner in 
which the ballots were being checked by the Elections 
Commission [Ecom]. According to Chairman Isaac Ran- 
dolph of the Elections Commission, the UPP delegation 
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and its representative, independent candidate, con- 
tended that besides announcing the names of each ballot 
as was being done, the ballot should be displayed to all to 
ensure that the names on the ballots correspond with the 
ballots cast. 


Meanwhile, the UPP delegation and candidate Joseph 

Suehn have reportedly gone to the Supreme Court to 

stop Ecom from counting the ballots until the problem is 

resolved. But until then, Chairman Randolph said the 

a is proceeding ahead with the counting of the 
lots. 


Ruling Party Declared Winner 
AB221345 Paris AFP in English 1246 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Text] Monrovia, Dec 22 (AFP)—Liberia’s elections 
commission (ECOM), ignoring accusations of fraud by 
the opposition, has declared the ruling National Demo- 
cratic Party of Liberia (NDPL) winner of by-elections 
held on Saturday [19 December—fbis] to fill vacant seats 
in the legislature. Ecom Chairman Isaac Randolph late 
Monday said the NDPL had won the legislative seat in 
suburban New Krutown by 569 votes compared to 248 
for the opposition United People’s Party. 


The ruling party also won the mayoral seat in Sanniquel- 
lie, Nimba County, in northern Liberia, he said. The 
results of by-elections in Maryland County in eastern 
Liberia have not yet been announced but the NDPL was 
expected to win. 


UPP [words indistinct] on Monday walked out of ballot- 
counting centres in protest at alleged irregularities. they 
said that contrary to election rules, Ecom began the 
count “secretly”. 


Niger 


Malian Foreign Minister Meets With Saibou 
AB171813 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 17 Dec 87 


[Text] The president of the Supreme Military Council 
and head of state received in audience a few moments 
ago the Malian minister of foreign affairs and interna- 
tional cooperation, Mr Modibo Keita. Present at the 
audience were the acting minister of foreign affairs and 
cooperation, Mr Amadou Fiti Maiga, and the Malian 
ambassador to Niger with residence in Abidjan, Mr 
Modibo Diarra. Here is the statement made by the 
Malian diplomat at the end of the audience: 


[Begin Keita recording] Indeed, I have just had the honor 
of being received by the Niger head of state, His Excel- 
lency Colonel Ali Saibou, to whom I delivered a written 
message from his brother and friend, President Moussa 
Traore of the Republic of Mali. The message concerns 
the strengthening of cooperation between Mali and 
Niger. Considering that the two countries are in the same 
geographical area and are facing the same challenges, it is 
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in everybody's interests, in the interests of all the leaders, 
to work ioward the strengthening of this cooperation 
between the two brotherly and friendly peoples. [end 
recording] 


Nigeria 


ida Receives Niger Leader’s Message 
AB231755 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Text] President Babangida today received a special 
envoy from the new leader of Niger Republic, Colonel 
Ali Saibou. He gave an assurance that the Federal 
Government would extend the strong support he gave to 
the late General Seyni Kountche to the new leadership in 
Niger. General Babangida further said that Nigeria 
would do her best to maintain and enhance ihe cordial 
relations established between her and Niger Republic 
under Gen Kountche. 


Nigeria, President Bat angida added, will continue to 
honor all her obligatio.1s to that country in the area of 
mutual security and ‘ther fields. President Babangida 
commended the peop! » of Niger Republic for the smooth 
transition in leadership after Gen Kountche’s death. 


In the speical message brought by Lieutenant Colonel 
(Tanja Mamadore), Col Saibou thanked President 
Babangida for personally leading the Nigerian delegation 
to Gen Kountche’s funeral. He told Gen Babangida that 
he intended to continue the policies of his predecessor 
and pledged that his country would continue to cooper- 
ate with Nigeria in all international fora in which they 
share membership. 


The Niger envoy was accompanied to Dodan Barracks 
by the new minister of external affairs, Major General 
Ike Nwachukwu. 


Envoy Says No RSA Presence in Equatorial Guinea 
AB182202 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 18 Dec 87 


[Text] The Nigerian ambassador to Equatorial Guinea, 
Navy Commander Festus Porbeni, confirmed in Lagos 
today that apartheid South Africa has no military pres- 
ence in Equatorial Guinea. He said the apartheid regime 
was, however, executing some agricultural projects in 
that country. 


Cdr Porbeni, who was at Dodan Barvacks to brief the 
chief of General Staff, stated that all checks and balances 
had been installed to ensure that the agricultural projects 
were not turned into military bases. The ambassador 
pointed out that Nigeria had been able to contain the 
apartheid regime’s presence through diplomatic over- 
tures and contacts with Equatorial Guinea. 
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Cdr Porbeni announced that Nigeria was planning to 
embark on agricultural projects and the building of 
schools in Equatorial Guinea. Nigeria has also donated 
patrol boats to the Malabo government while arrange- 
ments have been concluded to sell oil and increase 
Nigeria Airways flights to that country. 


Babangida Swears In New Military Governors 
AB171648 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 17 Dec 87 


[Text] The five newly appointed state military governors 
were today sworn in at Dodan Barracks by President 
Ibrahim Babangida. They include Colonel Robert Ako- 
nobi for Anambra State, Colonel Idris Garba for Benue 
State, and Group Captain Ibrahim Alkali for Kwara 
State. Others are Lieutenant Colonel Lawal Gwadade for 
Niger State, and Navy Commander Olabode George for 
Ondo State. President Ibrahim Babangida congratulated 
them on behalf of the Armed Forces Ruling Council 
[AFRC] and urged them to abide by their oath of office. 


Also today, Major General Sani Sami was sworn in as a 
member of the AFRC. Gen Sami is now the general 
officer commanding 82 Division of the Army in Enugu. 
He took over from Brigadier Oladipo Diya. 


Immediately after the swearing in ceremony, a meeting 
of the AFRC began. The meeting will end tomorrow. 


Swears In New Ministers 
AB231030 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Text] The three newly appointed ministers were today 
sworn-in at Dodan Barracks by President Ibrahim 
Babangida. They are Colonel David Mark for commu- 
nications; Brigadier Maman Kontagora, works and hous- 
ing; and Air Vice Marshal Anthony Okpere, for the new 
Ministry of Aviation. 


AFRC Members Appraise Performance in 1987 
AB180719 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 17 Dec 87 


[Text] The chief of Army Staff, Lieutenant General 
Sanni Abacha, has said that the Armed Forces Ruling 
Council, AFRC, scored 100 percent success in the real- 
ization of its set objectives this year. He said the govern- 
ment had not only improved the living conditions of the 
people, especially in the rural areas, but had significantly 
improved the national economy. 


Gen Abacha was answering questions today from State 
House correspondents on the performance of the AFRC 
in the year. He pointed out that the Structural Adjust- 
ment Program, SAP, Mamser (Mass Mobilization for 
Social Justice and Self-reliance] and the Roads, Rural 
Infrastructure Program were some of the indices through 
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which the achievements of the AFRC could be judged. 
Others are the political transition program which he said 
had led to the successful organization of the local gov- 
ernment elections. 


Also speaking on the same issue, the chief of Naval Staff, 
Vice Admiral Patrick Koshonu, said there has been some 
measure of success especially in the area of SAP which he 
described as a detailed strategy for turning the economy 
round. The naval chief also pointed out that another area 
of success was the completion of the Political Bureau 
which was altered in the progressive implementation of 
the transition program. 


Speaking on the achievements of the military in 1987, 
the chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff and minister of 
defense, Lieutenant General Domkat Bali, said it had 
been quite a satisfactory year, despite financial con- 
straints. He said the military was able to embazk on some 
projects, while training facilities were greatly improved. 


On defense spending, L: Gen Bali said it was not up to 
what he would have liked. He dismissed rumors that he 
was going to retire from the Army, stating that he would 
stay till the end of the tenure of the present administra- 
tion if the Army did not retire him. 


Army Commander Urges Military Self-reliance 
AB181834 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1200 GMT 18 Dec 87 


[Text] The commander of the Nigerian Army Corps of 
Artillery, Major General Abdullahi Mamman, says Nige- 
ria has to strive to be self-reliant in armament if she must 
maintain her credibility and leadership position in Afri- 
ca. Speaking in an interveiw with the NEWS AGENCY 
OF NIGERIA, Gen Mamman said the country was right 
to initiate research into the development of [word indis- 
tinct]. He stressed that the machinery for the develop- 
ment of such weapons must be set in motion to forestall 
the nation’s [words indistinct]. 


Gen Mamman, who is a member of the Armed Forces 
Ruling Council, stated that the country would welcome 
assistance for the development of infrastructure from 
friendly countries by working towards the upgrading of 
the indigenous technology. He said he did not believe the 
country should wait until she developed only indigenous 
technology before embarking on arms production. 


Gen Mamman supported the formation of a subregional 
or regional military alliance, saying that the move would 
foster greater understanding. He, however, stressed that 
such alliance might have initial problems arising from 
colonial subjugation and language differences but added 
that they would be surmounted with time. 


Gen Mamman will assume duty next month as the 
commander of the Commanding Staff College, Jaji. 
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Armed Forces Ruling Council on Budget, Salaries 
AB181625 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 18 Dec 87 


[Text] The chief of Army Staff, Lieutenant General 
Sannis Abacha, says there will be no upward review of 
workers’ salaries in the 1988 budget. The chief of Army 
Staff disclosed this today at the end of the meeting of the 
Armed Forces Ruling Council. Gen Abacha said that 
only workers’ fringe benefits would be readjusted. He 
said that more money would be injected into the econ- 
omy in the coming year. The chief of Army Staff (urther 
Stated that the budget would contain remedies to lessen 
the hardships faced by Nigerians. 


Detained Labor Leaders Released ‘Unconditionally’ 
AB221926 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Text] The Nigerian Labor Congress [NLC] says it isnot 
planning a nationwide strike in protest against the pro- 
posed removal of oil subsidy. The president of the 
Congress, Alhaji Ali Ciroma, announced this today at a 
new's briefing. Correspondent Gbenga Onoyiga has the 
details: 


[Begin recording] According to the NLC leader, the body 
did not state categorically that workers would go on 
strike if government went ahead with its plan. He added, 
however, that strike was a legitimate weapon in trade 
unionism which could be embarked upon if the union 
deems it necessary. Alhaji Ciroma also denied a report 
that beneficiaries of import licences were using labor 
leaders to cause civil unrest. He said that the NLC will 
associate with any disgruntled elements to cause disaf- 
fection with government. As Alhaji Ciroma put it, the 
union’s hatred for such people is total. He said that his 
release from detention was unconditional and that the 
incident would not have any effect on the stands of the 
Congress on the pianned removal! of oil subsidy. He 
reiterated the determination of the Nigerian Labor Con- 
gress to continue to Oppose price increases, especially 
those that touched on the welfare of workers. Alhaji Ali 
Ciroma again urged the government to always consult 
the NLC before taking decisions on policies that would 
affect workers. He thanked all the people withir and 
outside the country who, he said, had shown concern 
during the detention of himself and his colleagues. Four 
officials of the Congress were arrested and detained by 
security agents in Lagos on Monday and Tuesday [14, 15 
December] last week, for allegedly making inciting state- 
ments. The officials, the union president, Alhaji Ali 
Ciroma, the secretary, Dr Lasisi Osunde, the treasurer, 
Mr (Steven Osidipe), and the chief information officer, 
Alhaji Salisu Mohammed, were released yesterday. [end 
recording] 


Meanwhile, the outgoing minister of labor, employment 
and productivity, Major General Ike Nwachukwu, has 
again advised labor leaders to be cautious in handling 
labor issues. The minister gave the advice in Lagos today 
while hosting newsmen. Correspondent Emmanuel 
Omola has the report: 
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[Begin recording] Maj Gen Nwachukwu reminded the 
labor leaders that the entire populace of the country had 
one goal and the same aspiration toward making the 
country a better place for all. Accordiny to the minister, 
no one should arrogate to himself the feeling of being the 
only defender of the common man, stressing that every- 
one was committed towards the task of building the 
nation. He said that the nation need orderliness, dedica- 
tion, loyalty, courage, and increased productivity, in 
assuring that more revenue was generated to meet the 
needs of the people. maj Gen Nwachukwu remarked that 
any society that did not make adequate provisions for its 
needs cou!d not have wealth and it will be hard to meet 
the demands of the society. He prayed for industrial 
peace and that the new year will bring out the best for the 
people. He call 1 for a continued open dialogue between 
the authorities, labor leaders, and the media on indus- 
trial matters. Maj Gen Nwachukwu advised the ministry 
to always examine issues in detail before drawing con- 
clusions. he spoke on the need for accurate publicity in 
any activity and thanked journalists for the total support 
which was given to him, which it sought for the new 
minister. Maj Gen Nwachukwu advised that his leaving 
the ministry should not be the end of rapport between it 
and the media. [end recording] 


BBC Reports Further on Release 
AB222045 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] In Nigeria, efforts are continuing to settle the 
dispute that has flared up between President 
Babangida’s government and the Nigerian Labor Con- 
gress. The unions were protesting over plans to raise the 
price of petroleum products by removing subsidies. 
Seventeen labor leaders were arrested, including the four 
top men in the They were held in detention, 
pending charges of sedition. But talks between the two 
sides carried on, and now the four national leaders have 
been released. From Lagos, Shola Odumfa cabled this 


report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] The release of the 
labor leaders is understood to have been ordered by the 
chief of general staff, Vice Admiral Augustus Aikhomu, 
in the face of persistent pressure by other labor leaders. 
This morning, the four men, who are Alhaji Ali Ciroma, 
the president; Dr Lasisi Osunder, general secretary; Mr 
Steven (Osajide), national treasurer; and Mr Salisu 
Mohammed, the chief information officer, resumed 
their work in the headquarters of the congress. Alhaji 
Ciroma told journalists that no condition was attached 
to their release. He said that he was simply called in last 
night by a senior security officer and told that the 
security service had had instructions to release him and 
his colleagues. Alhaji Ciroma said that whatever hap- 
pened to individual leaders and officials of the labor 
movement would not have any impact on how the four 
men would react to government economic policies. 
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He said that the personal welfare of the leaders was 
secondary to what he called the present struggle. Alhaji 
Ciroma denied that the leadership of the congress had 
been planning to cause unrest in Nigeria by calling a 
general strike, if prices of petroleum products were 
increased next month, as is pleaned. He said that he was 
not aware of anyone in congress planning a strike. But he 
stressed that such an action was a strong possibility if the 
petroleum subsidy was removed. The congress’ president 
said a strike may come, it may not, but it remains a 
legitimate weapon of the workers. 


Alhaji Ciroma then said Nigerian workers are opposed to 
withdrawal of the petroleum subsidy and they can take 
any steps they deem appropriate to oppose it. We are 
opposed, the president said, to inflationary policies of 
government which are brought in deliberately to create 
hardship among the workers. Our wages and our salaries 
are not keeping pace with the policies of government. It 
is not known whether the | 3 other labor leaders, arrested 
from various regional headquarters of the congress, have 
been released. [end recording} 


Decision To Prosecute in NEWSWATCH Case 
Detailed 

AB192040 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 19 Dec 87 


[Text] More details have emerged about the decision of 
the Nigerian Supreme Court to allow a private prosecu- 
tion to be brought against two senior military officers 
alleged to have been involved in the murder of a prom- 
inent Nigerian journalist. The journalist, Mr Dele Giwa, 
who was the editor of NEWSWATCH magazine, died 
when a ‘etter bomb exploded at his home in Lagos last 
year. 


The Supreme Court gave permission yesterday for Mr 
Giwa's family lawyer to prosecute the director of mili- 
tary intelligence, Colonel (Halilu Akilo), and the deputy 
director of state security, Lieutenant General Tokun. 
The lawyer, Mr (Gani Fawehinmi), said that in the week 
before hie was killed, Mr Giwa was summoned to security 
headquurters and questioned about allegations that he 
was in touch with groups who wanted to destabilize 
Nigeria. Mr (Fawehinmi) held the Supreme Court deci- 
sion as one of remarkable courage in what he called a 
military dictatorship. 


NEC To Cancel More Results, Address Nation 
AB202133 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 20 Dec 87 


[Text] The National Electoral Commission [NEC], has 
decided to cancel some of the results of the recently 
concluded local government election in more states. The 
secretary to the commission, Dr Amadu Sanda, told 
newsmen today in Lagos that the commission agreed to 
cancel some of the results because of petitions and 
irregularities in those states. He, however, did not name 
the affected states. 
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Dr Sanda disclosed this while briefing newsmen today in 
Lagos at the venue of the ongoing meeting of members of 
the NEC and state electoral commissioners. He said the 
meeting was taking an in-depth look at the whole elec- 
tion exercise and that every step was being taken to 
correct the anomalies. 


On petitions received so far by the commission, Dr 
Sanda said that they were restricted to specific areas of 
the country, adding that 50 percent of them were from 


Lagos State. 


Meanwhile, the chairman of the commission, Prof Eme 
Awa, will tomorrow address the nation on the outcome 
of the recently concluded local government election. He 
is also expected to brief the nation on decisions on areas 
where elections are to be repeated and endorse results for 
other areas. 


Commission Ends Meeting 
AB211652 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[Text] The meeting of members of the National Electoral 
Commission and state electoral commissioners ended 
today in Lagos. It examined the results of the last local 
government elections as well a: >etitions and irregulari- 
ties reported from some parts uf the federation. The 
chairman of the commission, Prof Eme Awa, told news- 
men afterwards that he would now brief the nation 
tomorrow instead of today, as originally planned, on the 
decisions taken by the members to have fresh elections 
in some states where results were canceled. 


The secretary to the commission, Dr Amadu Sanda, who 
briefed newsmen on the outcome of the meeting, dis- 
closed that (?some) candidates had been disqualified 
from contesting the elections where results had been 
cance!.d. He, however, declined to mention those 
affected or the states they were from. 


On the disturbances by the electorate in some parts of 
the country during the elections, Dr Sanda said that this 
showed that the people were now more aware about the 


importance of democracy. 


Results Canceled in 312 Wards 
AB231559 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Text] The National Election Commission [NEC] has 
announced the cancellation of results of the recent local 
government elections in more parts of the country. Fresh 
elections are to be held in 3!2 wards throughout the 
nation. The areas affected are in Bendel, Borno, Cross 
River, Gongola, Imo, and Katsina states. Others are in 
Kwara, Ogun, Ondo, Rivers, and Sokoto states, as well as 
the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja. 
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The chairman of the commission, Prof Eme Awa, who 
announced this at a news conference in Lagos today, said 
that his commission took the decision after a careful 
study of results in the affected state. 


NEC had earlier nullified the entire election in Lagos 
State. 


Senegal 


Soviet Envoy on Arms Accord, Benefits for Africa 
AB161412 Dakar PANA in English 1357 GMT 
16 Dec 87 


[Text] Dakar, Dec (APS-SEN/PANA)—The recently 
signed nuclear accord between the USSR and the U.S. 
can be of great (?interest) to Africa in that funds formerly 
spent on the arms race could be diverted to the conti- 
nent’s development. The Soviet ambassador to Senegal, 
Mr Aleksandr Papkin told a press conference in Dakar 
on Tuesday [15 December] that the huge sums of money 
which went into the production of the bombs would in 
future be used to improve the well being of mankind. 


The Soviet envoy said the agreement between U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan and Communist Party Secre- 
tary General Mikhail Gorbachev to eliminate land based 
nuclear missiles in Europe, “had a historical importance 
not only for the two countries but equally for world 
politics’. Mr Papkin said however that the major 
achievement was that the agreement to eliminate the 
intermediary missiles and short range nuclear arms had 
demonstrated that a world without nuclear weapons was 
not utopian. He said divergencies existed between the 
USSR and the U.S. on certain issues but he expressed his 
country’s determination to develop sincere and friendly 
relations with the U.S. in the interest of the two countries 
and world peace. He said since a nuclear or conventional 
war between the two could not produce a victor, it was 
necesary that henceforth they resolve not to seek military 
superiority over each other. 


Cabinet Criticizes Israel, Supports Palestinians 
AB222138 Dakar Domestic Service in Freitch 
2000 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Text] At a cabinet meeting today, the Senegalese Gov- 
ernment reacted strongly to the Israeli repression in the 
occupied Arab territories. Here is the text of the state- 
ment sent to us by the spokesman of the government: 


The president of the Republic expressed the great con- 
cern of the government and the Senegalese people 
regarding the situation in the Arab territories occupied 
by Israel, in particular in the West Bank and Gaza. To 
this end, the head of state stressed the solidarity of the 
Senegalese people with the Palestinian people and the 
need for the international community to recognize the 
inalienable national rights of the Palestinian people as 
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well as their right to build an independent and sovereign 
state on the Palestinian land, under the leadership of 
their sole legitimate representative, the PLO. 


Stressing the need for strict respect of human rights in 
the occupied Arab territories and the urgent need to put 
an end to this illegal occupation by the use of force, the 
president of the Republic reaffirmed Senegal’s support 
for the summoning of an international conference on 
peace in the Middle East, under the auspices of the 
United Nations, with the participation of all the sides on 
an equal footing, including the PLO, the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people. 


Diouf Receives Niger Minister, Saibou Message 
AB171820 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 17 Dec 87 


[Text] A short while ago at 1130 the head of state 
received the Niger minister of economy and finance, His 
Excellency Lieutenant Colonel Beidari Mamadou. This 
is what the Niger minister told our correspondent, Pape 
Madou Gueye, after the audience. 


{Begin recording] [Beidari] I would first of all like to 
thank President Diouf for agreeing to receive me this 
morning. I came to see him for two reasons: first, to 
extend President Ali Saibou’s gratitude to him for per- 
sonally coming to Niamey to attend the funeral of the 
late general; and second, | delivered to him a special 
message from President Ali Saibou. Those then are the 
two reasons which brought me here this morning. 


[Gueye] Concerning (?cooperation) between our two 
countries with the advent of the new government? 


[Beidari] (?Cooperation) between our two countries is 
quite good, and it will be even better in the future. 
During the conversations I had with President Diouf, we 
touched on this issue, because President Ali Saibou also 
charged me with extending his friendship and his desire 
to see the bonds of friendship and cooperation between 
our two countries strengthened. I hope to express this 
wish tonight during the official dinner. 


[Gueye] Thank you, Mr Minister. [end recording} 
Togo 


Cabinet Adopts 1988 Budget, Urges Peace 
AB231829 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1230 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Text] The cabinet met this morning at the Presidential 
Palace under the chairmanship of General Gnassingbe 
Eyadema, RPT founding chairman and president of the 
Republic of Togo. During the meeting, the cabinet, in a 
second reading, examined and adopted the 1988 
national budget. It is fixed in revenue and expenditure at 
89,692,076,000 CFA francs. This budget is in line with 
the government's willingness to pursue the policy of 
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austerity and rigor that it has been practicing for some 
years now in view of the constraints of the world 
economic crisis On Our countries. 


The cabinet then examined the situation presently pre- 
vailing in the territories of Gaza, the West Bank, and at 
the border between two African countries, namely Kenya 
and Uganda. At a time when the world economic crisis is 
weighing heavily on the Third World countries, the 
cabinet concluded that the efforts of our countries must 
first be geared toward development which can only be 
attained through peace and harmony among nations. To 
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this effect, it launches an urgent appeal to the govern- 
ments of Kenya and Uganda asking them to end their 
conflict by recourse to dialogue and negotiation. 


Concerning the situation prevailing in the territories of 
Gaza and West Bank, the cabinet equally stressed its 
preoccupation over the unpredictable consequences that 
the violence which has erupted in these territories over 
the past 2 weeks can have. Consequently, the cabinet 
appeals to Israel and the PLO to do everything in their 
power to cool tempers and restore peace to this area 
which is already the theater of a conflict to which the 
international community is trying hard to find a just and 
lasting solution. 
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